LI NN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS
CEDAR RAPI DS, LI NN COUNTY, | OM
MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 2022 11: 00 A. M

The Board net in session at the Linn County Jean Oxl ey Public Service Center
Present: Chairperson Rogers, Vice Chairperson Zunbach and Supervisor Wl ker. Board
nenbers voting “AYE” unl ess ot herw se noted

Chai rperson Rogers called the neeting to order
Publ i ¢ Coment :

Jessica Wskus, 242 Geen Ridge Rd., Lisbon, stated that she is speaking about the
Navi gat or Co2 proposed pipeline. She presented information froman article published
regardi ng nedical conditions as a result of Co2 exposure. She explained the estimated
fatality rates and what a pipeline rupture would | ook like, including a % mile toxic
pl ume. She stated that she attended the Poweshi ek, Story and Linn County neetings
regarding the Navigator pipeline and presented information fromthose neetings. She
asked the Board to issue their opposition for the use of emnent domain for this
dangerous project and to also call upon the lowa Utility Board to deny Navigator a
permt to build the pipeline. She asked themto put the people first over private
profits.

M ke Feurbach, 8404 Briden Court SW CR, stated that the pipeline goes through his
backyard and is within 150’ from his house and 75’ from his nei ghbor’s house. His
property backs up to the College Community basebal |l dianmonds and is proposed to go
near the Prairie Point School and housing devel opments. He does not want to sleep
next to a pipeline that can explode. Gven Ms. Wskus’ information, a % mile toxic
pl ume woul d wi pe out the neighborhood and t housands of kids in a couple schools and
hundreds if there is baseball ganes going on. He viewed an online video of an

expl osion in M ssissippi whereby people were confused, convul sing, foam ng at the
nmout h and unconsci ous. He does not want to live in fear

Josh Henick, 654 Wlcox Rd., M. Vernon, stated that he farms near M. Vernon and
wanted to speak about the pipeline on behalf of Linn County Farm Bureau. As the past
president of the Linn County Farm Bureau, he attended several neetings as well as
public and informal neetings between | andowners and nenbers of the Farm Bureau. He
stated that the Board will hear from others concerned about the environnmental aspect

and others will tell them about |and devel opment potential. He noted that the
pi peline also cuts near Fairfax, M. Vernon, Springville, Prairieburg, Ely and parts
of Cedar Rapids. It is going through the second nost popul ous county in the state of

lowa. There is a consensus anobng the Farm Bureau nenbers that they fear the use of

i mm nent domain froma private conpany maki ng money off of federal tax credits. The

Li nn County Farm Bureau has drafted and intends to file a resolution (which he read)

urging the lowa Utility Board to carefully weigh the public good. They are requesting
the lowa Utilities Board to deny the use of em nent domain for Navigator LLC at this

time.

M ke Lynch, 433 Cedar River Rd., M. Vernon, stated that the pipeline directly affects
his whole family, neighbors and friends and he does not understand why they are
pushi ng poi son underground to get nore poison out of the ground. He al so asks why the
pi peline is going west, then southwest to go east? It nakes no sense. He also said
that to place “we the people” to the backseat of a profiteer is not what the
constitution of the United States is about. This is not for the public good; it’s for
profit and unethical. He asked the Board if it went through their back yard, would
they feel safe and asked if there were on the private side for profit or for
protecting the good of the conmmunity.

Ed Mertens, 4000 Vista Rd., Ely, stated that he wants to express his concern for the
community of Ely. The proposed pipeline will be higher than the community of Ely. It
sits on a creek so if there is a rupture, the carbon dioxide would flow directly down
to over 2,000 people. He asked the Board to consider that when they nove forward

Pam Mackey Taylor, 2200 S. 31st. St., Marion, stated that she is the Director of the
lowa Chapter of Sierra Club and on behalf of the Sierra dub, she is encouraging the
Board to wite a letter to the lowa Utility Board in opposition to using em nent
dormain for the Navigator pipeline. It is not being built for a public purpose, it is
simply for the econom c benefit of the pipeline conmpany and the industries using the
pi peline. No | andowner should be required to give up any portion of their land for
the use of em nent domain and she encouraged the Board to wite a letter stating the
sane to lowa Uilities Board

Steve Pisarek, 137 Ivanhoe Rd., M. Vernon, stated that he lives next to the
observatory. He is a fourth generation | andowner. Value of land - it will go through
sonme of the nobst potentially valuable ground in the county for devel opment. Ely brags
that it is the fastest growing town in lowa. The pipeline will go right through the

heart. |f they put the pipeline through, the tax base will go down and it’s going to
be tough. Safety - he talked to an EMI from M. Vernon and asked about the response

tinme. Ely would be responding and it will take 20 minutes. Even if they did respond
they are not equipped to respond to sonething like this. He currently has a pipeline
through his farmnow (6 ft. deep in 1958). There is now 18” of dirt over the top and
they have to lift up the chisel plow so they do not hit it. If there was a pinhole
init, it would burst and hundreds of thousands of gallons of fuel would be spilled on
his land and it is under less pressure than this one. Over the lifetinme of this
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pi peline (and they don’t know how long it will be there), conpanies change hands and
they might not naintain the sane way and over tine, something will happen. He urged
the Board to send a letter conderming this to the lowa Utilities Board as well as the
Governor. He also does not understand why there is no zoning regul ations. They are
putting a sewer line of toxic waste across half of the county. H's famly has never
asked for anything fromgovernment but he is asking the Board to flex their nuscles on
this and try to protect them

Dennis Uthoff, 1366 W M. Vernon Rd., M. Vernon, stated that he has farnl and near

t he Abby Creek School & Museumthat will be directly affected by the pipeline. He just
did a lot of tiling and waterway work over the last 8 years and they will go directly
across it. Mdre inportantly this is within a nile of the M. Vernon H gh School and
Cornell College where there are thousands of students. He wanted to reiterate opposing
t he em nent domain application of the project and hopes that the Board will do what
they can do to keep it out of Linn County. It affects a lot of the people long termin
a |l ot of ways.

Karmen McShane, 3712 Alderman Rd., Central City, stated that she lives in the
farmhouse that she was raised in (been in the famly for nultiple generations). The

proposed pipeline will cut through the mddle of two parcels and will conme within 50
ft. of their hone. It endangers two streans, ruins the topsoil and is cutting right
through the mddle of the land. This will dimnish the future value of the |land and

wi Il have an environnmental inmpact for them and others across Linn County and the State
of lowa. She urged the Board to wite a letter to the lowa Utilities Board asking them
to deny enminent domain for this proposed hazardous liquid pipeline. It is not a
public purpose and is being built for the financial benefit of the pipeline company at
the expense of |owa taxpayers.

M ke Russell, 361 Cedar River Rd. M. Vernon, stated that he went to the first neeting
with an open mind. He has an existing pipeline on his farm built in the 50’s, that
has caused no problenms. He realized at the neeting that this pipeline will go through
hi s nephews hone, a corner of his nother’s honme and through state registered Indian
burial mounds (18). He asked at the neeting why they are not near his existing
easenents and they said they were unaware of them They said they can nobve within a %
of a mle either way. He stated that there are way too nany unanswered questions and
vagueness at these neetings. |If they get approval fromthe lowa Uilities Board for
em nent domain, then the | andowners have to take what they offer. They want voluntary
easenents. He said to let themtry to get the voluntary easenents before they are

gi ven em nent donai n.

Moti on by WAl ker, seconded by Zunbach to approve minutes of January 4 & 5, 2022 as
printed.

The Board di scussed subnitting a letter to the lowa Utilities Board opposi ng proposed
carbon di oxi de (Co2) pipelines requesting denial of eninent domain.

Moti on by Zunmbach, seconded by WAl ker to submit a letter to the lowa UWilities Board
opposi ng proposed carbon di oxi de (Co2) pipelines.

Di scussion: Supervisor Zunbach stated that the Board will be having discussions |ater
with Planning & Zoni ng regardi ng what the county can do. He noted that their hands are
sonewhat tied. Pipelines are treated differently.

Supervi sor Wal ker stated that it warns his heart (no matter how | ong neetings go) to
see citizens taking an active role in county governnent. This issue has |ots of

chal | enges. He appreciates that folks realized that it is out of the control of the
Board of Supervisors even though they are in receipt of emails that suggest otherwi se.
He appreciate fol ks engaging in government in a civil manner and he hopes to see a
worl d where fol ks continue to engage with government and then take that activismto
ot her issues that don’t directly inpact their |ives.

Chai rperson Rogers echoed those coments and appreci ates the attendance today.
VOTE: All Aye

Moti on by WAl ker, seconded by Zunbach to adopt Resol ution 2022-1-7

VWHEREAS, pursuant to Section 331.903(1), Code of lowa, Nicholas G Mybanks, Linn
County Attorney, has subnmitted to the Board of Supervisors, Linn County, lowa, for
approval of Shayl G WIson, for appointnent as Assistant County Attorney, and
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors, Linn County, lowa, finds Shayl G WIson to be
qualified to serve as Assistant County Attorney and that the appointnment of Shayl G
Wlson will not exceed the nunmber of assistants authorized for the Linn County
Attorney’s Ofice by the Board of Supervisors, Linn County, |owa.

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T AND I T | S HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors, Linn
County, lowa, that the appointment of Shayl G WIson as Assistant County Attorney by
Ni chol as G Maybanks, Linn County Attorney, is hereby approved.

Goria Wtzberger, Child Devel opnent, presented an anendnent to the Contract for
Provi sion of Service Agreenment between Hawkeye Area Conmunity Action Program Inc.
(HACAP) and Linn County outlining nmask and COVI D-19 vaccination requiremnents,
effective January 31, 2022.


Documents/1-10%20&%201-12%20HACAP%20Amendment.pdf
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Supervi sor Wal ker stated that he appl auds Wtzberger and her teamfor being flexible
given all of the changes and chall enges that they have been coping with over the past
two years and the pandemi c. The Board will approve on Wednesday.

Jodi Bridgewater, MH/ DD Region staff, presented a request for the reallocation of
Tanager Place Linn County fund bal ance project funding to include the flexibility to
use the funding to provide additional nental health related services at the Collins
Community Credit Union Hub and/or WIlis Dady Honel ess Shelter. The Board wi |l approve
on Wednesday.

The Board di scussed a proposed 2022 Linn County Medical Exam ner Service Agreenent
bet ween Donald J Linder, D.O, Linn County Medical Exam ner and Linn County.

Supervi sor Wal ker stated that he has no questions but will nmake sure Budget and
Fi nance are aware of the contract.

Rodd Baxter, Planning & Devel opnent, presented Linn County’s annual recertification in
the Community Rating Systemfor flood insurance. The Board will approve on Wdnesday.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to approve the follow ng Payroll Authorizations:

COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

Civil Division Head Jordan Schier Promotion/appointment 01/01/22 $125,262.45/annually -
$142,321.92/annually New position

Criminal Prosecutor Il Alex Anderson Promotion 01/01/22 $79,563.54/annually -

$97,067.62/annually Replaces M. Edwards
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Deputy Sheriff Austin Hoffmann Termination 12/31/21

Deputy Sheriff Taylor Buhmeyer Termination/resignation 01/20/22

Secretary Raelynn Dawson-Jesen Transfer/internal applicants 01/01/22 56E $25.84 +$ .25 +$ .25 -
55E $23.95 + $ .25 Replaces D. Kosobucki

Female Correctional Officerl Kathryn Driscoll New hire —FT 01/10/22 56A $20.95 +$.25+$ .25

LIFTS

LIFTS Driver Dean Ormiston Termination/retirement 12/31/21

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Child Care Worker Destinee Niemeier Resignation of permanent PT position/ transfer to on-call 48C
$13.05-48A $11.77

Child Care Worker Sherri Kunce Resignation of on-call position/ New hire — PT 48A $11.77 — 48A
$11.77 +$ .25 Replaces D. Niemeier

PUBLIC HEALTH

Medical Assistant Rebecca Lewis Termination of temp position 12/16/21

Medical Assistant Nancy Reasland Termination of temp position 12/16/21

Moti on by Zunbach, seconded by Wal ker to approve clains for payroll deduction checks
and settlement checks #71005573 - #71005593 in the ant. of $847,697.39, payroll on-
site checks for settlenment #63000012 - #63000012 in the ant. of $43,185.47, payrol
deduction ACH in the ant. of $60,453.03, and payroll wires in the ant. of

$2, 024, 946. 83.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to appoint Ted Beuter to the Building Board of
Appeal s, term endi ng Decenber 31, 2024.

The Board recessed at 11:47 a.m and reconvened at 1:30 p.m to review the proposed FY
2023 budget for the Sheriff. Present: Dawn Jindrich, Finance Dir., Sara Bearrows,
Budget Dir., Sheriff Gardner and Col. Riniker

Sheriff - Proposed general fund appropriations budget exceeds the Board’s guidelines
by $229, 000 i ncl uding $11,000 for increases in vehicle replacenments and $218, 000 for
ot her operational increases (out of their control) including food, fuel and

mai nt enance contracts.

Col. Riniker presented the budget narrative and a | engthy discussion continued
i ncl udi ng unexpected billings and i nmate revenue

Mot i on by Zunbach, seconded by Wal ker to approve Sheriff’s FY 23 expenditures in the
amount of $28,021,888 and revenue in the anount of $6,882.507. The Board will revisit
this budget and potentially increase inmate revenues at the tine of budgets being
finalized.

Col. Riniker presented the following Ofers:

e Patrol Deputy $161, 301 (first year)
e Transport Deputy $ 66,000 (initial cost)
e Fenmle Correctional Oficer $ 54,903 (actual cost)

Di scussi on continued regardi ng School Resource Oficers.
The Board recessed at 2:34 p.m

Chai r per son Rogers reconvened the neeting at 6:00 p.m at the Linn County Fairgrounds,
201 Central Gty Road, Central Cty, at the Lynn Dunn Menorial Building. Present:
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Chai rperson Rogers, Vice Chairperson Zunbach and Supervi sor Wal ker. Al so present:
Charlie N chols, Planning & Devel opnent Dir. and Jon Gal | agher, Soil Conservati on.

The Board net to conduct a public hearing and first consideration for rezoning case
JR21- 0008, request to rezone property |ocated near Coggon Rd, from AG (Agricultural)
district to RE-AG (Agricultural with a Renewabl e Energy Overlay) district,

approxi mately 750 acres, Balster Fami |y Trust; M chael and Tamy Dougherty; C ayton
Kranmer; Kenneth and Deani ce Ludol ph; Joel and Kerry Peyton; and Levi and Sierra

Peyt on, owners, Cenera, petitioner.

Publ i c Comment :

George Maxwel |, 4431 Boy Scout Rd., Central City, stated that he served on the

Pl anni ng & Zoni ng Comm ssion for 10 years and their mission was to try to save al
farm ground above 65 CSR He stated that because Linn County has two rivers and a
large creek, there is a large anbunt of farmground that is bel ow 65 CSR and nore
suitable for a solar farm The |Iand by Coggon is over 80 CSR They need the world to
produce doubl e the anpunt of food by 2050 and taking land with CSR of 80 is not right.
There has to be a better proposal.

Ted Hof fman, 3350 Pleasant Creek Rd. Pal o, addressed the Paris agreenent which is an
international treaty on climate change. The only crisis nmore dire than cl ean energy
is food production. The Paris agreenent recognizes this threat and specifically
protects food production. He stated that of all potential strategies, only solar
energy threats farn and.

Charlie Nichols gave a presentation on Linn County permtting process for Uility
Scal e Sol ar Projects. He presented the follow ng background:

e Request to rezone 750 acres from Agricultural (AG to Agricultural with a
Renewabl e Energy Overlay zoning district (RE-AG.

e The subject parcel is designated AA (Agricultural Area) on the Linn County
Rural Land Use Map.

e Surrounding properties zoned AG

e The purpose of the rezoning is to allow for the construction of a utility-scale
solar facility generating 100 MN of power using approxi mately 640 acres of
sol ar panel s.

e Applicant is Coggon Solar LLC, Cenera is the parent conpany.

e The project would sell power to CIPCO (Central |owa Power Cooperative) for a
period of 20 years. The project would continue to sell power to either ClPCO
or another utility off-taker for another 10-15 years after.

e Project utilizes solar photovoltaic nmodules to convert sunlight into DC
electricity.

e Battery storage is not proposed as part of the project.

e Project will use approxinmately 325,000 PV nodul es.

e Afence is required around the entire project area per federal regulations for
utility sites.

e Inverters will be used throughout the site to convert the DC electricity to AC
el ectric before connecting to a substation.

e The project is located approximately 2.75 niles west of Coggon.

e On Novenber 29, 2021, the Linn County Planning and Zoni ng Conm ssion voted to
recomend denial of this rezoning proposal 6-1

e Planning and Zoni ng Commi ssi oners expressed doubt that the standard “proposed
devel opment is not detrinental to existing agricultural uses” was net by the
appl i cation.

e The Pl anning and Zoni ng Conmi ssion is an appointed body who’s purpose is to
revi ew devel opnent proposal for conformance to devel opnent regul ations and the
Li nn County Conprehensive Plan and neke recommendations to the Board of
Supervi sors based on their findings.

Staff believes standards have been net and generally is in conpliance with the Linn
County Conprehensive Plan. Staff recommends approving the proposal submit wth
condi tions.

Jon Gal |l agher stated that he focused on the native vegetative seed mix. H's concern
was the | ow panel height of the solar arrays (18 inches) which triggers issues on the
veget ati on nanagenment standpoint. He proposes the seed matrix that was going to be
taller than 18 inches and recomends the m ni num hei ght of the panels to be 28 inches.
Jared McKee, Clenera, presented the conpany’s background

Tom Fitzgerald, Clenera Dir. of Devel opnent, presented the technical conponents of the
Coggon Sol ar project and addressed concerns rai sed at the Planning & Zoni ng Commi ssion
neeting, including benefits such as the project being built with | ocal I|abor.

Supervi sor Zunbach asked Fitzgerald for clarification, regarding whether or not
em nent domain woul d be used if the footprint changed.

Clenera representatives stated that at this time, eminent domain is not being
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consi der ed.

Supervi sor Zunbach al so asked why the other substations are not being considered and
Cl enera expl ai ned.

Supervi sor Zunbach asked for clarification that it someone had entered into an
agreenent with Clenera and | ater decided to get out of it, howis that handl ed

Fitzgeral d responded that if the footprint did not require their |and, they could be
rel eased fromthe agreenent. Generally, if all of the land under contract is not
needed, they would be excused but they need to follow their obligation under the
contract.

Zunbach al so asked for clarification regarding the | abor agreenent. W is the
agreenent with, C enera or the construction conmpany?

Fitzgerald at this tine presented a letter of intent between the Cedar Rapids/|owa
City Building Trades Council and REZ, the construction conpany.

Supervi sor Wal ker thanked everyone for being in attendance this evening. He stated
that he is guessing that nost people in attendance are in opposition. He asked C enera
that while they have worked on other projects, have they run into this sort of
opposition and are the concerns nore or |ess the sane.

Fitzgerald stated that a lot of the concerns through this process have been
encountered before in various jurisdictions. Wen it is the first in a county, it is
nore chall enging. They are seeing solar becone nore preval ent across the entire
United States and that is why it is so inportant to set the record straight.

Supervi sor Wil ker stated that he visited the industrial scale solar farmby Wapello
He asked Cl enera what the response is fromthose that |ive near that project.

M ke Gallego, Cenera Vice Pres. of Operations, stated that he has been involved with
every project Clenera has built and they are proud about what they do and a | ot of
that is how they get the community involved in their project. Wapello is one of those
projects where they did their best to hire locally. The dollars that come into those
communities includes |ocal hardware stores and hotels and affects all kinds of people
and businesses in the area. They did a lot of work with the surroundi ng nei ghbors
regardi ng setbacks, vegetation, etc. He receives very little feedback fromthe
community but noted that it is generally positive

Supervi sor Wal ker stated that there has been lots of concern about inpacts to property
val ues for honmes and busi nesses near the proposed project. There have been severa
studi es that denonstrate little if no inpact and other studies that say otherw se. One
of the things he sees fromnajor energy projects are participation agreenents with
folks that are very near to the project. He asked if there have been any di scussions
about benefits afforded to residents nearby.

Jared McKee, Clenera, stated that the Coggon Sol ar project does not have the ability
to go to the retail residents. There is no rebate, etc. They can, however, offer
sol ar panels and are open to those conversations

Supervi sor Wil ker asked if in the unlikely event that C enera woul d change
construction contractors, can the Board be assured the new contractor will be held to
the sanme standards. MKee stated that would be their intent.

Chai rperson Rogers asked if there is a maintenance and/or replacenent schedul e of
solar arrays of this size.

Gall ego stated that a solar facility typically does not have a | ot of work going on

once the project is operational. There will be tinmes when sonmething will go down or
sonmething is broken with the tracking system They hire an operation maintenance
provider and they will troubl eshoot the site on a regular basis. There will be

nmai nt enance and sone |ife cycle.

Rogers stated that there are a |lot of citizens concerned about chemcals released into
the soil and water streans.

Gal l ego stated that there are technol ogies out there that could do that but they do
not use those. They do not use concrete for foundations other than the substation.
They drive gal vani zed steel piles into the ground (7-10’). Transformers on site wll
have oil in them

Mot i on by Zunbach, seconded by Wal ker to open the public hearing.

Marty Robi nson, Col orado, stated that he is a 20 year resident of an adjacent property
to the project. He stated that the solar overlay is incorrect and nust be anended
(there is a loophole). Nowis the tinme for the Board to respond appropriately and vote
no, noting that politics and noney destroy conmon sense. He stated that Linn County
used to protect high quality farm and. This project is only for the conveni ence of the
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profit and |l oss statenents of a utility conpany. He feels misled and is skeptical
There is a lack of trust. He stated that a substation can be rel ocated but not prine
farmground. He subnmitted a petition with 113 owners of property and/or residents near
t he proposed Coggon sol ar project opposing the project and requested that the |owa.
Utilities Board not approve it.

Greg Ceerdes, 105 lowa Ave., lowa City, stated that he is a | awer representing the
Robi nson fanmily who live just across the street fromthe proposed project. He wanted
to concentrate on sonmething that the Board shoul d be appl auded for and that is the
Li nn County Conprehensive Pl an, which preserves natural resources and the preservation
of Ag. property. He stated that they are not protecting this Coggon property. It is
prime farm and by world standards. They will be taking this |land out of farm
production for 25 years. That is not nmamintaining agriculture. It is not just the
protection of the production; it is also the protection of the aesthetics of the

| andscape of agriculture. The real rub is that the Board adopted an objective and a
strategy that says they are going to direct devel opnent away from areas best suited
for Ag. use. The Board is not directing it away from Ag. production, they are

incentivizing it. There could not be a bigger violation. It is also inportant to
not e what the next devel oper that wants to ignore one ngjor part of the conprehensive
plan will be told. Once they start with Clenera, they start on a very slippery slope

Agai n, every one of the good things that Cl enera can do, they can just as easily
acconplish on lower quality land. There is no need for good farm and to be ruined.
There are alternatives.

Greg Bickal, 2250 Coggon Rd., stated that he has postponed plans to build their
forever home ever since this was announced. He is concerned with this project
creating flash flooding of his Koi fish business. He too visited a solar farmin
Wapel | 0. The house was surrounded by barbed wire fence. The solar arrays mght be a
good fit for Wapello, but not a good fit for Coggon. Everyone not receiving a
financial award are against it. The last time that the substation was upgraded, it
destroyed the Robinson’s tile lines and they are still waiting for themto get fixed
Are they trying to attract nore urban sprawl ? Local farnmers are losing their farm

| eases because they cannot conpete with Cenera. He begged the Board to deny the
sol ar application.

Ron Corbett, 286 Thunderbird Rd. SE and Cedar Rapi ds Econom c Devel opnent, stated that
the Board has nmade it clear over the years that they are conmitted to renewabl e
energy, specifically solar. Over those years, the private sector has taken note and
Clenera, CIPCO and REC is stepping up to invest mllions of dollars init. The Board
is seeing the fruits of the policy. Wth regard to econom ¢ devel opnent, he saw 18

di fferent requests for proposals for conmpanies to expand in the area. They are

| ooki ng at conmunities that are enbracing renewabl e energy (solar and wi nd). Most
importantly is equity and opportunity. Equity to renewable energy afforded to the
rural area. They need the whole state to be successful, including the rural parts of

| owa.

Hel en O’'Brien, 3334 Washi ngton Ave., Coggon, stated that she is a concerned farmers

wi fe and farmers daughter who lives three miles fromthe project. She attended
previous neetings and read all of the information on the website. She is concerned for
the soil, drainage, weed control and the lack of corn that provides noisture back into
the environnent in the summer. She noted that Cl PCO was going to purchase energy for
20 years, which can then can be sold to another utility that is not local. They are
hoping to advertise to fill jobs locally but what is their definition of local. As far
as the econom c inpact, Coggon does not have a hardware store or hotel. So what is
generated for Coggon? She prefers a business that does not have outside foreign
investors. She is opposed to the project.

Martin Smith, 3219 Carlisle Ct. NE, CR, stated that he supports this project and hopes
it nmoves forward. The Ordi nance provi des reasonabl e gui dance and they should try it.
He addressed the ampbunt of ground that will actually be covered in panels and
deconmi ssi oni ng. The panels should last the life of the project. He hopes that it
goes forward.

Marc Franke, 4205 Vista Rd., Ely, stated that the recent extreme weather shows the

wi sdom of the county’s 2013 strategic plan. There are two conpanies proposing utility
scale solar farns. It is a deal that works for them and the Board needs to nake sure
it works for the people of Linn County too. Wth regard to nonparticipating

| andowners, there shoul d be generous setbacks, vegetative screenings and no nei ghbor
shoul d suffer fromthe project. Since this is an Ag. county in an Ag. state, they
shoul d insist on solar sheep grazing. The Board needs to serve and protect the

nei ghbor 's needs and agreenents shoul d be enforceabl e over the 35 years. He supports
utility scale solar but they nust take the tine to do it right.

Pam Mackey- Tayl or, 2200 S. 31st St. Marion, stated that she is the Dir. of the lowa
Chapter of Sierra Cub and speaks on behalf of them They support the project and the
proposed zoning changes. Everyone leasing the land to O enera has done so voluntarily.
There is no additional infrastructure, it is providing construction jobs, and they
support the performance bond that was added to this project as a condition
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Danny Hemm nger, 6219 Ri dgewood Meadows Ln. NE, CR, stated that he is in favor of the
project. This is an opportunity for Linn County to be a | eader. Landowners shoul d have
the right to choose how they use their land and this use is to harvest the sun’s
energy. He stated that he is the Busi ness Manager of Local 33 and he hopes that the
Board votes in favor of moving this project forward.

M ke Sadler Jr., 4192 Pikeview Dr., Center Point and Pres. of the Buil ding Trades
stated that the agreenent signed by RES is assuring that they will use the building
trades to construct the project. He supports the project and it should nove forward
It will be good for the community and Linn County.

Tim Jordan, 1350 Tinber Valley Dr., Rock City, stated that he works for RES and they
built the Wapello project. It will bring econonmic benefits to Linn County and he
reiterated their intentions to use the building trades. Regarding addressing sone of
the concerns from | andowners, relationships are inportant to themas a conpany, which
is a fam |y owned conpany. He stated that he wanted to introduce hinself as the
contractor and as soneone fromlowa that will be | eading construction efforts and he
hopes the Board approves it.

Jereny Teresinski, 1730 Sun Franklin Dr., Ankeny, stated that he was the Project
Manager at Wapello. He did door knocking hinself and actually bought a house in
Wapello. There is no detrinment to | andowners or inpact to the housing narket. He is
confident he can sell his house when the time cones and is confident will be no | oss
of value. He has tal ked to nany business owners and they say there has been a positive
i mpact overall and no negative feedback from nei ghbors or |ocal comunity nenbers. He
is proud of what they have done there and he hopes that the Board votes to nove

f orward.

Bill Cherrier, CEO and Vice Pres. of CIPCO 1348 S. 46th St., W Des Mines, stated
that Coggon Solar is an extrenely inportant investrment and addition not only for ClPCO
but for all 13 of their rural cooperative nenbers, including Linn County REC. They are
all nonprofit organizations, so all costs that they incur are passed onto their
nmenbers. The economics of these projects are extrenely inportant and the inpact on the
land and property for these projects is extremely inportant. They always try to

m nimze as nuch inpact as that they can. This will be located on their existing
systemw th an existing substation that will be expanded (and is on the footprint).
They have to expand the substation to accommpdate the solar farmbut they are not

buil ding a whol e new site and | ocation on their system The addition of this in
Eastern lowa really hel ps offset the | oss that they incurred when the Duane Arnold
Energy Plant closed. There is nore demand in the Linn County territory that requires
addi tional capacity and energy (FedEx and Univ. of lowa Hospital) and they actually
demand renewabl e energy. This is rural power for rural |owans and especially Eastern
| owa.

Kirk Hiland, 3743 Hland View NE, North Liberty and a nenber of the REC Board of Dir.
stated that their lives changed in the utility industry when they | ost 40% of their
basel oad power when Duane Arnold closed. They have to replace it by purchasi ng power
fromCIPCO This will allowthemto keep their rates substantially below Al liant and
allows themto be conpetitive to bring in new businesses. This is the only way to
provide safe, clean, reliable and affordable electricity to nmenmbers. This power will
be used here and enables themto grow and gi ve nenbers a good deal on electricity and
al so gives themthe sustainability that they know is coming into their system They
need nore power in this area and appreciates the Board’s consideration in this matter
and | ooks forward to a successful project.

John Zakrasek, 531 Lawndale Dr. SE, CR and representing Linn Cean Energy Dist.,
stated that they were present at the initial nmeetings and have been working diligently
to listen to all of the people with concerns and those in support. They organi zed
tours of Wapello and two other |ocations. He gave a big conplenent to Linn County
staff and the Board of Supervisors because of the incredible anbunt of |istening that
went on. Many good things have happened that has inproved this project and nade it
much nore pal atable. They are strong supporters of getting clean energy in place. Wen
the nucl ear plant went down, it took out jobs and enissions went up. He encouraged
the Board to support this project. He again conplenented staff and the Board on al

that has been done to truly protect the interest as best as possible for all the

nei ghbors.

Juni or Luensnman, 4100 Whodridge Dr. NE, CR stated that he supports the proposed sol ar
project and especially the use of local labor. He is the Vice Pres. of area building
trades and busi ness manager of |BEW Local 405 and represents over 700 union
electricians in the corridor. Throughout the course of his career, he has seen
numerous projects built in this area by out of town contractors. Usually these
projects were staffed with out of state migrant workers. The conpensation for those
wor kers undercut the area | abor standard |l eaving |local contractors at a di sadvant age
to secure work for their enployees that live in Linn County. The Coggon project is a
commitnent to |local |abor. They agreed to use a project |abor agreenent that will
provide jobs to citizens and provide opportunity for those in the apprentice program
with good pay and benefits. He asked the Board to support the people of Linn County by
supporting this project.
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Tom Robi nson, 2094 Linn-Del anare Rd., Coggon, stated that he wanted to address sone

m si nformati on on social media and went back to the Nov. 29, 2021 Pl anni ng& Zoni ng
neeting. M. Fitzgerald said, “If one of the participating | andowners decided not to
participate, or Clenera no |onger wanted themto participate in the project, they
woul d just be relieved of doing so”. He stated that he nostly wanted to tal k about
the tile issue surrounding the ClPCO substation (directly next to his property). Cl PCO
nmade changes to their substation years ago and built over the tile main which he has
an easement on. CIPCO ignored their |egal easement and according to one of their

enpl oyees, they cut and knowi ngly renoved the tile main, which is against lowa | aw
Linn County officials as well as CIPCO officials signed off on the application process
as well as the engineering plan. In the plan, there are nunerous references in
honori ng drai nage easenents, yet none of it was followed. The Ag. nmitigation plan
provides no protection for |egal easenments. It would allow Cl enera to nove any

drai nage line without any | andowner’s permi ssion. This is yet another exanple of a bad
plan al nost certain to create problens. He thanked the Board for their time and asked
themto please deny the project.

Tracy Nel son, 3311 Pl easant Creek Rd., Palo, addressed fires and fire protection

It has been stated that there has been few solar fires; however, there is an incident
report that does not have a box to check for solar panel fires. There are severa
reasons that will cause fires at solar arrays. There is one fire per 10,000 units
They can expect 32 -33 fires/year. She asked the Dir. of EMA how t hey woul d respond
to a solar fire and he said that they would let it burn. The volunteer fire
departnent would take care of a fire outside of the solar farm |If there is a grass
fire, it will spread 10-15 niles per hour. The setback for the nei ghbors needs to be
increased or require sprinkler systemor sone kind of fire suppression system or
require themto provide their own fire fighters. She asked the Board to vote no based
on the lack of fire protection

Al Schabuch, 509 Sherman St., Dysart, stated that he has been a farnmer all his life
He 1 ooks at a solar farmas only producing half of the tine (not at night). The
reasons they are building it is because of governnent subsidies, tax dollars are
paying for this. If they had to pay for it thenselves, they would not do it. An acre
of corn will sequester 36,000 | bs. of carbon dioxide and solar will not take any
carbon di oxi de out of the air. They have a million dollar bond for decomm ssioning.
One million is not high enough. Solar is not bad but they have to not put it on prine
farm and. Surely, they can find sonme land in lowa with lower CSR He stated that the
Board needs to turn it down because it needs to be on lower quality |and

Paul a Robi nson, 1127 Linn-Delaware Rd., stated that she lives directly across fromthe
the north boundary of the Coggon solar project and has never been contacted by C enera
since the inception of the proposal. As an adjacent non-participating | andowner and an
opponent of the intended project, she and her fanily have denpbnstrated conti nued
participation in the 12-nonth plus process. They attended neeti ngs where there was no
public coment opportunities and where there was however, no di scussion ever entail ed.
Their messages, along with the help of their Pal o posse, include declining property
val ues (that was disputed); environnental detrinments (that was not expected); the

deni se of prine farmand (that is very snall and not significant); the presence of
hazardous chemicals (that was denied); the desire for Clenera to be a neighbor (yet to
be seen); lowa | aw (doesn’t seemto be applicable); and recycling (that will take
place in 35 yrs. at deconm ssioning). This week’s 2021 Linn County PAFR states that
they pronmote community collaborations in health and wellbeing. WIIl this comunity
outreach be available to the nonparticipating | andowners and the community of Coggon?
She noved from California in 2021 for her nental wellbeing and her home is her nental
heal th access center, which provides famly, security, support, faith and conmmunity.

Phi| Engen, 4913 Lincoln Hts. Dr., CR stated that he has been a resident for 22 years
and is speaking in support of the solar project on behalf of hinself and 150 | oca
nenbers of Citizens of Cimte Lobby. Mich has been said about the evils of taking
farm and out of production but the opposite is the case. Every farmis a solar farm
Farmers take the energy of the sun and use a nmechani smsuch as a corn plant, maybe a
cow or a pig and they convert that energy into sonething they want to use |ike
cornbread, beef, pork or ethanol. This newer type of solar farmis just another crop
using a different mechani smsuch as a solar panel. A new farmer has cone to our area
and wants to further increase efficiency in farmyields. This farmer wants to harness
the energy of the sun like every other farmer but rather than using an inefficient
corn plant, a solar panel will be used. This innovation should be supported. He
conpared corn used to produce ethanol to solar and renewabl e energy. Qur country needs
renewabl e energy.

Tom W esel er 406 Palisades Rd., M. Vernon, stated that he is the Mayor of M. Vernon
and supports and endorses the Coggon Solar Farm Five years ago, he was asked by an
organi zation to be a presenter for the Four Power Hours. The appetite for solar in

Li nn County has been proven based on the nunber of those who attended the sessions
Over the last five years, he has done over 20 presentations. He knows a farmer west of
M. Vernon that brought up the concept that he considers what he is doing with his
sol ar panels is just another formof farm ng. Harvesting solar energy is farning.

Josh Henik, 654 Wlcox Rd., M. Vernon, stated that he is speaking on behalf of the
Li nn County Farm Bureau (LCFB) to state their position regarding |arge-scale
industrial solar projects (LSISP). The LCFB has been supportive of Four Power Hour
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and residential solar, however, this project is a LSISP. It is their position that
siting and setback rules of LSISP should be considered as well as the Ag.

productivity, environnmental and nei ghborhood inpacts. It is the determination of the
LCFB Board of Directors that those conditions have not been net and there are yet
unresol ved concerns about damage to drainage tile of adjacent neighboring properties
that will substantially inmpact not only Ag. productivity of the land on which this
project will be placed but also the productivity of the surrounding area

Additionally, it is the position of the LCFB that LSISP should not be built on
productive farm and nor should LSISP be allowed on | eased | and. The decision that the
Board of Supervisors will make regarding this LSISP will set precedent for future LSIS
in Linn County. The LCFB, while recognizing clinmate solutions, asks the Board to
carefully weigh the inmpact this project will have on the rural Ag. comunities of Linn
County and he reminded the Board that the Linn County Board of Adjustment reconmended
agai nst approving this project. Wth regard to posting a bond for tile drainage
repairs, one point he wanted to note, he received a bid for a tile project on 80 acres
and the bond woul d be $100, 000 on a $80, 000 - $90,000 project. His main concern is the
lack of funding to finance | arge-scal e unresol ved drai nage issues and tile projects.
He wanted to make sure to clarify that the LCFB has been very supportive of

residential solar and utilizing solar for livestock facilities. He also knows the
Board is considering projects in other areas of Linn County and this will set a
precedent for future projects in terns of who Board of Supervisors will protect and
prioritize Ag. land and the rural conmunities.

Scott Rol and, 2935 Cedar Ridge Dr. NE, CR, addressed ecol ogical statistics regarding
food production, insect pollination and solar arrays. He al so addressed conments
regarding instances of fire and | eased paynents per acre. He stated that they are
sinmply running out of tinme to address the energy capacity and the consequences of
climate change. The human cost w |l be profound

Swati Dandi kar, 27131 28th Ave., Marion and Chairperson of Bright Future lowa, stated
that the organization hel ps | owans understand the benefits of renewable energy. She is
at the nmeeting to say that Linn County residents support solar energy in Linn County.
The support of solar is bi-partisan, cones fromfarmers, union menbers and busi nesses.
She presented a Petition in support of solar farnms signed by 4,002 Linn County
residents (collected on line and in |ocal neighborhoods). They support solar farns
because of the tax revenue and Linn County citizens are excited about the possibility
of new busi nesses that are attracted by solar energy. Farmers can rely on diversified
income. The Chairman of the Linn County Denpcratic Central Committee supports solar
because of jobs coming to the community. Ron Corbett spoke and supports solar for new
businesses it will attract to the area. Linda Langston, former Linn County

Supervi sor, supports solar energy because it will help the rural community grow. O
course, the support of solar is not unaninous. The Board has heard from sonme that are
opposed and it is their right to voice their opinions and ask questions. However, they
beli eve the approval of the Coggon solar farmwll help comunities and the county
grow and prosper. She joins with the 4,0002 Linn County residents who signed the
petition and | ooks forward to all of the benefits solar brings to the comunity and
call on elected officials to support the future of solar energy in Linn County.

Darrow Center, 1945 9th Ave. SW CR, stated that she wanted to share her interest in a
potential opportunity for local farns to consider grazing sheep in between sol ar
panels as a mutually beneficial way to manage prairie plants grown around the panels
She encourages this opportunity as it is a win-win because sheep grazi ng nanages the
hei ght of the grass, mninize or elinmnate the need for nowing, allow farmers to be
connected with the land and all at the sane time as benefiting fromthe |oca
renewabl e el ectricity producti on. Regarding the prairie ground around the panels, she
al so wanted to share her deep appreciation and support for that because they will do
the follow ng: support pollinators and wildlife, inmprove soil health, inprove water
quality, help flooding and prevent erosions and sequester carbon in the soil

Property Val ues: she personally would pay nore to |live near project because of the
beauty of the prairie and the solar panels thenselves woul d be a beautiful rem nder of
| ocal clean energy that they need to slow down rapid climte change. She thanked the
Board for the public hearing, their transparency and addressing concerns. She asked
themto please vote yes to proceed.

W 1liam Rogan, 5737 Pering Ri dge Rd., Coggon, stated that he is a non-participating
| andowner sout heast of the project. He has concerns about fires noting that it is a
legiti mate concern especially when tal king about sonething of this scale. He is not
agai nst solar but this project just does not seemlike it is being put in the right
place. Wy are they talking about it nowin this location? It is because of the
noney. It is the cheapest place to put it for an out of state conpany that will
profit. Wiy is there not anyone in the State of lowa that wants to take on this
project if it is so great? Wiy are they having soneone from|daho reach out? It is
not passing the sniff test. He tal ked about the flow of nbney, where is it comng
from where is it going. He encouraged the Board to put the interest of citizens of
the local community at the top of their priority list. Actions speak |ouder than
words and actions so far are years of waiting for the Robinson’s to get a sinple tile
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taken care of. It is still unresolved. They are sitting in a situati on where they have
no rights. Its lowa law and it’ not right that they had to hire an attorney just to
protect their rights. This solar project takes up a huge part of his view and he has
had zero contact fromdenera. He is not seeing themspeaking on their actions and it
is concerning howthey will treat the situation in the future. This solar farmwill
be in his viewthe rest of his life.

Ken Hart, 2092 Wapsi Y Rd., Coggon, stated that he attended the Pl anning & Zoning
neeting in Novenber and two things canme to his attention: Deconmm ssioning dollars and
Il and use. Decommissioning dollars - it is nice to see the mllion dollar bond, but
325,000 sol ar panels x $12-$25/panel - that is $4 -$8 million dollars in today’s
dollar. Add 1.5% over the next 20- 35 years and that grows faster than $1 mllion.
Therefore, some tax revenues may have to go into deconm ssioning the solar arrays.
Land Use - It could be |located at the Cl PCO substati on across fromthe sewer plant.
He heard them explain the solar systembut did not hear the word “reliable”. Wen he
is driving the country in lowa, he sees snow on solar panels after a snowstorm There
is only 6-7 hrs. of sunlight in the winter, so it does not make a | ot of sense for
lowa. For exanple, tonight, there is no sun and there is no wind. There has to be
backup generation. Not always reliable and not always there. He thanked the Board for
their tine and thoughtful ness.

Judith Hart, 2092 Wapsi Y. Rd., Coggon, read a docunent about the darker side of solar
i ncl uding environnental inpacts, bird nortality and the |ake affect. She lives 1 %
mles fromthis proposed farmand there is a waterway by Canp Wapsi, across the road,
and she often sees the herons that fly through. She also voiced concerns about fires.

Steve Myers, 3372 64th St. Dr.,Pal o, presented a handout and expl ai ned issues with the
reliability of solar panels.

Laura Myers, 3372 64th St. Dr., Palo, stated that there has been a | ot of tal k about
property values. The clean energy task force filed a docunment addressing property
values. |If there are panels on your property, chances are your assessed value wll go
up. If you do not have panels on your property and you can see panels, assessed val ue
may go down as nuch as 10% Viewis considered an anenity and a bad view is considered
a dis-amenity and will affect a property value. Based on the nunbers that she ran,
there are nonparticipating | andowners that could | ose as nuch as $15, 000/ hone. The
Board needs to find a way to nake the nonparticipating | andowners whol e. She does not
have the answer to that but they need to do it because eventually they will file and
ask that their assessed val ues be reduced and therefore that will nmean | ess tax
revenue. She asked that they consider those in whatever decision they nake

Katy Rock, 4521 49th St., Des Mines and representing Sierra C ub Beyond Col e Canpai gn
stated that they have been tracking this project and are supportive and hopes that the
Board will vote in favor of it. The two main things that they track is that it is
sited responsibly and it leads to a clean energy econony centered around justice and
equity. They are happy to see that a | ocal |abor agreenent was signed as a part of
this project. It sounds like there was not great conmunication for |andowners as the
Farm Bureau rep nmentioned within the setback boundary, which is inportant. There are
concerns and risks tied to that and she hopes it is renedied. That should not inpede
the vote tonight however. She also hopes that the Board will take Jon Gall agher’s

advi ce because if the goal is to seed native prairie, 18’ is excessively |ow. They
al so could have a grazing contract instead of a nowi ng contract. She hopes that the
Board votes yes.

Laura Robi nson, 2094 Linn-Del aware Rd., Coggon, apol ogi zed since they have been at the
neeting for 4 hours but for the past year that is the average anpbunt of sleep she has
gotten because of the stress that their famly is going through. About a year ago
their family was attending a Linn County Board of Supervisor neeting and heard the
conmment that the world is run by those who attend. They took it to heart and she has

I ost count of how many neetings they have attended. They have offered severa
invitations to Linn County officials to visit their hone and the area. M. Zunbach is
fromthe area and he knows what the farmlooks Iike and what the site is like. M.
Charlie Nichols and Asst. County Eng. has been out and she thanked them She ren nded
the Board that their votes will determine if this industrial solar site next to her
home passes or does not pass. She wanted to personally thank M. Rogers for taking the
time out of his busy schedule to come to their home. Their family was able to visit
with himaround their kitchen table and nobst inportantly, he was able to see what a
small farmis like and able to see how close it is to the proposed site as well as the
protected farm ground involved (CSR is at 88). They drove around the area, saw the

nei ghbor s homes of those opposing the site, visited with M. Bickel, and discussed
how his Koi fish farmwi |l be affected. She stated that a farnmer, Matthew Crane

publ i shed an article in 2010 whereby experts were predicting that they will need to
doubl e food producti on by 2050. She asked the Board to pl ease renenber how they vote
will affect their lives physically, nentally and the homes that they have worked for

and paid taxes on. She asked the Board to please think of themtoo

Fred Hubl er, 9422 Deer Ridge Dr. CR, stated that he attended a neeting at Hawkeye
Downs and he asked if they could nane a single solar or wind project that reduced
electricity rates. Nobody could answer that question. The reason is that the wi nd or
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the sun cannot be controlled, so base |oad generation is still needed. That forces
base | oad generators to operate at a fraction of their capacity and drives up rates.
He expl ained what California is going through right now and how t hey have to
sonmetimes pay two states to take the excess electricity, but yet they have the highest
electricity rates in the country. He al so gave i nformati on about how France generates
nearly 80% of their electricity with nuclear safely and econonically.

Quinn Sladen, lifelong Iowa resident, stated that this decision ultimtely cones down
to landowner’s rights of a property owner being able to decide what is best for their
property. W would not tell a neighbor when to plant their crops, where to build a
shed or whether or not they could put up a fence. This decision should not be any
different. There are so many benefits to investing in a solar project and wel coming a
solar project onto a property. Landowners should not be deprived of investing in solar
and getting the additional incone or losing the right to manage their own property. He
hopes the Board votes in favor of the project.

Ni ck Boink, 95 36'h St. SW Bondurant, stated that Ag. |land preservation is a resource
and a tool for farmers to preserve their land. This project is tenporary and can be
turned back to Ag land. In fact, it is a benefit after years of resting and natura
vegetation (CSR woul d be inproved). The grandchildren of the farnmers can consi der
this not only an investnent in lowa’s energy future but is an investnent in their
famly farmand their future. He discussed the State of lowa’s billions of dollars in
investnents (M crosoft, Apple, Google, etc.) that has a sustainability portfolio and
this is Linn County’s opportunity to show that their portfolio is better than any
other county in the state. He praised Linn County for decades of work to conme up with
t he nost conprehensive plan that he has seen across the state and hopes the Board
supports the project.

Nancy Patrila, 3796 Alice Rd., Toddville, stated that she has many questions that she
will email before the next neeting. She has kept track of who canme up to speak for and
agai nst the project. There were 20 in favor of solar and 16 against. O the 20, in
favor, 15 represented businesses. Al of the 16 against solar are honeowners with the
exception of Farm Bureau. She asked the Board to take that into consideration.

Charlie Nichols presented the follow ng handwitten questions:
e WII landowners be notified if tile is damaged?

M ke CGallego, Cenera: yes, if they hit one, they have instructed their contractors to
fix at the tinme. They treat it on a case-by-case basis

e WII adjacent | andowners receive a nap of drainage tile |ocations once the
maps are nade?

Gallego: if they put in an inprovenent on the property, they are required to build and
as built drawing. The day of the project, they show each inprovenment on a map. They
have no problemgiving a copy of the map to an adj acent | andowner

e \Wat do | ocal jobs nmean?

Gal | ego: local jobs neans their conmitnent to the |ocal |abor force. They al ways want
to hire local and they hope that the partnership between RES and the |ocal | abor
providers that they will be successful in staffing the projects and get the project
done in a tinely fashion.

Moti on by WAl ker, seconded by Zunbach to close public hearing.

Motion by Wal ker to approve first consideration rezoning case JR21-0008, request to
rezone property |ocated near Coggon Rd, from AG (Agricultural) district to RE-AG
(Agricultural with a Renewabl e Energy Overlay) district, approximately 750 acres,

Bal ster Fanmily Trust; M chael and Tammy Dougherty; Cl ayton Kramer; Kenneth and Deani ce
Ludol ph; Joel and Kerry Peyton; and Levi and Sierra Peyton, owners, C enera,
petitioner (parcels located on portions of Robinson Rd, Coggon Rd, Sutton Rd, Castle
Ln, Pering Ridge Rd, Linn Delaware Rd, and Quality Ridge Rd fromAgricultural (AG to
Agricultural with a Renewable Energy overlay (RE-AG). Parcels include:
020525100100000, 020627600100000, 026015100100000, 020632600100000, 020630100100000,
020642600100000, 020635100100000, 020637600100000, 020646100100000, 020647600200000,
020535100300000, 020720100100000, 020712600100000, 020712600200000, 020715100100000,
020717600100000, 020612600200000) .

Supervi sor Zunbach seconded the notion for the purpose of discussion

Di scussion: Supervisor Zunbach thanked M. Bill Cherrier from Cl PCO who brought
forward that this came about because of the closing of the Duane Arnold Energy Plant.
He was in the |Iowa House when that happened and it is unfortunate that the |owa
Utilities Board |l et that happen and now it is a chase for tax credits. He has received
nore emails on this topic than anything while he served at the |owa House. He stated
that many people present tonight were at the Board neeting this norning opposed to the
proposed Co2 pipeline. He would have |liked to have asked the Mayor of M. Vernon which
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backyard is he nost interested in. They all have a backyard and they are all guilty of
not wanting sonething in our backyard (pipeline, landfill, etc.) John Zakrasek came
in last week and they spoke on nmany topics and cane to agreenent on sone.

Motion to add an additional condition and adopt NRCS Jon Gal | agher’s recomendati on
for a 287 panel height and proposed seed coverings

Supervi sor Wil ker stated that he would |like to have discussion on the issues that they
all think are inportant and then signal to the applicant, however, voting on each is
fine.

Supervi sor Wl ker seconded notion for the purpose of discussion.

Di scussion: Supervisor Wal ker stated that he too was in receipt of Gallagher’s enuil
sent on Friday. H's approach to this was to allow for one public hearing, another
public hearing and then the final. There will be nore questions that fol ks can ask. He
is not in favor of voting to kill the project on the first hearing. That would not be
wise as there is a lot nore to learn and there are nore voices to be heard. Wth that,
he also is not sure it would be prudent to lay out so many hard and fast absol utes at
this point because there may be room for additional |earning as these hearings go on
Supervi sor Zunbach is right to want to heed the advice of resident experts when it
cones to panel heights and certain seed mi x. Supervisor Wal ker stated that he is not
in a positon right nowto make that a condition without further consultation He will
probably get their but he thinks there has to be a little nore crosstal k before he
votes to support this particular condition

Chai rperson Rogers stated that he has the utnost trust in Jon Gallagher as it relates
to soil and water. If he believes that a 28” panel height and a certain seed mx is
nost appropriate and they al so have the approval by the Planning & Devel opnent Dir.,
then he has no probl em supporting it as well as having nore robust discussion on

Thur sday.

VOTE: Rogers - Aye Zumbach Aye Wal ker - Nay

Supervi sor Zunbach made a notion to adopt a 1250 ft. setback to be split by the 300
ft. already in docunent and the 950 soft setback negotiated between the buil di ng owner
and Clenera. This is for nonparticipating property owners

Di scussi on: Supervisor Zunbach expl ai ned where he came up with the 1250 ft. which is
what the State has deened for a CAFO, which has been deternine to not danmge a
property value. That would protect the people that live around there. Wen they

tal ked about the noratorium the biggest issue was building values and this is a way
that it can be determi ned between the two parties involved. It could alter the
footprint but does not stop the project fromnoving forward. Those people have rights
t oo.

Supervi sor Wal ker stated that they are articulating additions wi thout necessarily
havi ng the benefit of hearing fromthe applicant and how this could fundanentally
alter the project. So, they’ve issued a condition (Supervisor Zumbach has done sone
research on how he arrived at the 1250’) but he is not sure how prudent it is for the
Board to start |aying these out without being able to talk with outside experts and

t he applicant about how the project changes. That is why he thinks it is nore prudent
to say here are some of the things this Board thinks are really inportant. There is
anot her hearing on Thursday which gives the applicant a couple days to present to

t he Board whether or they can feasibly nmeet this and if they can’t, tell the Board why
not. This gives themtine to talk to i npacted and adj acent | andowners. He worries
about the Board nmaking conditions in this fashion without nore information of how
those conditions might inpact the project, either positively or negatively. Again, he
will vote no on this, not because he thinks the condition is unreasonabl e, but because
there should be nore talk with the stakehol ders before creating hard and fast rules
for the project.

Supervi sor Zunbach al so wanted to say that the Board has been urged to hire their own
i ndependent reviewer of the potential pipeline construction. He is wondering if the
Board should hire their own overseer of the solar construction. Trust is an issue and
it is a well-deserved issue. He is also concerned about decommi ssioning and the

sal vage val ue

Chai rperson Rogers stated that they will leave it up to Charlie N chols to discuss
these conditions with Cenera. Second consideration is on Thursday and there may be a
need for nore robust discussion between then and now as to how it could inpact the
proj ect, positively or negatively.

VOTE: Zunbach - Aye Rogers - Aye Wal ker - Nay

Motion to approve first consideration with the two additional conditions.
Supervi sor Wl ker seconded notion for the purpose of discussion.

Di scussi on: Supervisor Wl ker thanked the attendees, his coll eagues, staff and
Sheriff’s Deputies. This has been a | engthy process and he will signal that he wll
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vote no only because he is not sure they followed an ideal process. Wth that, he
takes no issue with Supervisor Zunbach who is extraordinarily well read in this area
and has rural experience. He just wonders if between now and Thursday if Planning &
Devel opnent 's conversation with the applicant and other stakeholders, they may find
that there may be a wi ser course of action than what was just cone up with now It

m ght be nore prudent to signal the wishes of the Board to see what major stakehol ders
can cone up with.

Chai r per son Rogers noted that changes can be nade between 2nd and 374 consi derations
if there is a wiser course of action and thanked everyone for their participation and
appreci ates everyone taking their tine to be present. He has stated that decisions are
made by those that show up as Laura Robinson pointed out. It is inportant that this
is done correctly for both participating and nonparticipating | andowners. They al so
want to make sure that the public interest is held at the very top of what they are
deciding. A lot of discussions will happen outside the Board neeting with staff and
representatives of Clenera and he | ooks forward to the additional discussion on

Thur sday.

VOTE: Zunbach - Aye Rogers - Aye Wal ker - Nay
Adj ournnent at 10:39 p.m

Respectful Iy submitted,

JOEL D. MLLER Linn County Auditor

By: Rebecca Shoop, Deputy

Approved by:

BEN ROGERS, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors





