LI NN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS
CEDAR RAPI DS, LI NN COUNTY, |OM
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2, 2021 11:00 A M

The Board net in session at the Linn County Jean Oxley Public Service Center.
Present: Chairperson Wal ker (via phone), Vice Chairperson Rogers and Supervi sor
Zunbach. Board nenbers voting “AYE” unl ess ot herw se noted.

Vi ce Chairperson Rogers called the nmeeting to order and |l ed the pledge of allegiance.
Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve Consent Agenda as follows:

Resol ution 2021-6-76 APPROVI NG A PROPERTY USE REQUEST FOR PERM SSI ON TO UTI LI ZE LI NN
COUNTY ROADS FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE 2021 PI GVAN TRI ATHLON

WHEREAS, Al ex Syhl man, Race Director for the Pigman Triathal on, has requested

permi ssion to use Mcdintock Road, Lewis Bottom Road, Pal o Marsh Road, and crossing
over Blairs Ferry Road into Palo for the purpose of conducting the lowa’s Pignan
Sprint Triathlon on Sunday, June 6, 2021, WHEREAS, the Linn County Engineer’s
Departnent, Linn County Sheriff’s O fice, and the Ri sk Management Departnent have
recommended approval of this request, NOWN THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED by the Board of
Supervisors of Linn County, lowa, that the above request is herewi th approved subject
to the follow ng conditions: 1. The personnel sponsoring the Triathlon will provide
three Law Enforcenent O ficers, with patrol vehicles, for traffic control at

the intersection of Palo Marsh Road and Lewis Bottons Road (Mdintock Road) as
required by the Sheriffrs Office. The applicant will contact the Linn County Sheriff’s
Ofice Extra-Duty Schedul i ng personnel at 892-6176 to schedul e these officers. 2. The
personnel sponsoring the Triathlon will advise the participants to obey all traffic
regul ations as required by the Linn County Sheriff’s Ofice and the Linn County

Engi neer. 3. The personnel sponsoring the Triathlon will oversee the proper

conduct of the event. 4. That the applicant will have each participant sign a
participant’s rel ease which has Linn County named on the release. 5. That the
applicant agrees to save Linn County and it’s enployees harmess fromall liability
and has a liability insurance policy in lints satisfactory to the Board of
Super vi sors.

Approve and authorize Chair to sign a proposed Fiscal Year 2022 Transit Purchase of
Service Contract between East Central lowa Council of Governments (ECI COG and Linn
County to provide public transit service for approxi mately $175, 000

Approve resum ng fare collection on LIFTS public transit effective July 1, 2021

Approve and authorize Chair to sign a contract between Linn County and East Central
Mental Health Region for formal designation of the Mental Health Access Center.

Approve purchase order #114 for $25,529.25 to Pipe Pro Inc for the replacenent of the
air conditioning unit for the Courthouse.

Approve 5 Day Liquor License for Hy-Vee Cedar Rapids #1 for a wedding at the Indian
Creek Nature Center, 5300 tis Rd. SE, noting all conditions have been net.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve minutes of June 1, 2021 as printed.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve O ains for AP checks #71002516-
#71002618 in the ant. of $312,197.86; AP ACH in the amt. of $1,757,970.54; and Area
Anbul ance in the ant. of $7,881. 00.

Vi ce Chairperson Rogers corrected the Regul ar Agenda regarding the Preliminary Plat of
Norris Acres First Addition, noting that it is a Resolution.

Erin Foster, Mental Health Access Center Dir., gave an update on the Linn County
Mental Health Access Center (opened doors three nonths ago).

M ke Tertinger and Stephanie Lientz, Planning & Devel opnent, stated that they have
received no further comments since yesterday’s board nmeeting on the foll owi ng cases:

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve upon second consi deration for
rezoni ng case JR21-0002, request to rezone property located in the 3400 bl ock of N
Center Point Rd, 07-84-07, fromthe AG (Agricultural) zoning district to the RRL
(Rural Residential 1-Acre) zoning district, approximately 0.69 acres, Bethel & Larry
Syl vester, owners.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve upon second consi deration for

rezoni ng case JR21- 0003, request to rezone property |located at 3381 Schm ckle Rd, 08-
84-07, fromthe AG (Agricultural) zoning district to the RRL (Rural Residential 1-
Acre) zoning district, approximately 0.04 acres, Bethel & Larry Sylvester, owners.


Documents/6-1%20&%206-2%20LFT%20Purchase%20of%20Service%20Contract%20FY22.pdf
Documents/6-2%20Access%20Center%20Contract%20FY21.pdf
Documents/6-1%20&%206-2%20Rezoning%20JR21-0002%20AG%20to%20RR1.pdf

The following description is a sunmary of Resolution No. 2021-6-77 as passed and
approved by Linn County Board of Supervisors, effective June 2nd, 2021. Norris Acres
First Addition (Case # JP21-0002) to Linn County, lowa, containing four (4) lots,
nunbered lots 1, 2, 3 and 4, a subdivision of real estate |ocated in the SW SW of
Section 31,

The followi ng description is a sutmmary of Resolution No. 2021-6-77 as passed and
approved by Linn County Board of Supervisors, effective June 2, 2021.Norris Acres
First Addition (Case # JP21-0002) to Linn County, lowa, containing four (4) lots,
nunbered lots 1, 2, 3 and 4, a subdivision of real estate located in the SW SW of
Section 31,
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Township 85 North, Range 7 West of the 5th P.M, Linn County, lowa, described as
follows: Beginning at the NE Corner of Lot 1, Brosh's First Addition to Linn County;
thence N89°44' 44"E along the south line of Lot 2, Huff's First Addition to Linn County,
213.27 feet; thence N89°39' 19"E, 457.94 feet to the eastline of said NWFRL % SWs

t hence S00°16' 20"E al ong said east line and along the east line of SE % SW3x%, 1777.64
feet to the centerline of North Center Point Road; thence N46° 25’'50”Wal ong said
centerline, 927.96 feet to the east line of Lot 2, said Brosh’s Addition; thence
N00°22’08”W al ong said east line, 1134.36 feet to the Point of Beginning, containing
22.40 acres which includes 1.28 acres of road right of way. The full text of the

Resol ution may be inspected in the Linn County Auditor's Ofice |ocated at 935 Second
Street SW Cedar Rapids, |lowa, during regular business hours, 800 am to 4:30 p.m
Monday t hrough Friday or on the Linn County website at www. linncounty.org

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve upon second consideration for

rezoni ng case JR21- 0004, request to rezone property |located at 1636 Fox Hol |l ow Rd, 15-
83-06, fromthe AG (Agricultural) zoning district to the RRL (Rural Residential 1-
Acre) zoning district, approximately 0.11 acres, Kari Shetterly, owner, and Aaron

Bei k, petitioner.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve upon second consi deration for

rezoni ng case JR21- 0006, request to rezone property located in the 500 bl ock of Dows
Rd, 20-83-06, fromthe AG (Agricultural) zoning district to the RR2 (Rural Residenti al
2-Acre) zoning district, approximtely 37.84 acres, STACO Corporation, owners, and

Li ndsay K McGrat h-Vasquez, petitioner.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve upon second consi deration for

rezoni ng case JR21- 0005, request to rezone property |ocated at 1622 W Munt Vernon Rd,
NENE 27-83-06, fromthe RRL (Rural Residential 1-Acre) zoning district to the AG
(Agricultural) zoning district, approximtely 3.39 acres, Tanager Pl ace, owner.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to adopt Resol ution 2021-6-78 AN AVENDMVENT TO
THE LI NN COUNTY 2000 RURAL LAND USE MAP BE | T RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors,
Li nn County, lowa, that the follow ng anendnent, Case JA21-0003, be nmade to the Rural
Land Use Map of the Linn County Conprehensive Plan, dated July 19, 2013: Anend the
Rural Land Use Map designation fromRRD2 (Rural Residential Devel opment 2-Acre Area)
to AA (Agricultural Area) on the Linn County Rural Land Use Plan Map as shown bel ow.

.~ Property Location |l

Land Use

JA21-0003

Dawn Jindrich, Finance Dir., and Paul Donna, Baird & Co. (via phone), presented the
information, including the winning bidder at 1.62%fixed rate, to award the General
Obligation Land and Water Legacy Bonds, Series 2021A (Linn County maintained their Aaa
rating).

Mbti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve the formal award of General
Ooligation Land and Water Legacy Bonds, Series 2021A.

Mbtion by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to adopt Resol uti on 2021-6-79
Awar di ng Sal e of General Obligation Land and Water Legacy Bonds, Series 2021A


http://www.linncounty.org/
Documents/6-1%20&%206-2%20Rezoning%20JR21-0004%20AG%20to%20RR1.pdf

WHEREAS, Linn County, lowa (the “County”), State of |lowa, has proposed to issue
general obligation bonds, pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 76 and 331 of the
Code of lowa, for the purpose of financing projects for water and | and conservation
and park and outdoor recreation purposes; and WHEREAS, pursuant to advertisenent of
sale, bids for the purchase of General hligation Land and Water Legacy Bonds, Series
2021A (the “Series 2021A Bonds”) were received and canvassed on behal f of the County
and t he substance of such bids noted in the mnutes; and

WHEREAS, upon final consideration of all bids, the County’s nunicipal advisor has
determined that the bid of Northland Securities, Inc. (the “Purchaser”), is the best
bid; NON THEREFORE, It |Is Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Linn County, |owa,
as follows: Section 1. The bid of the Purchaser referred to in the preanble is
hereby accepted, and the Series 2021A Bonds are hereby awarded to the Purchaser, in
the principal amount of $4,990,000, at the price specified in such bid, together with
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accrued interest. Section 2. The form of agreement of sale (the “Sal e Agreenent”)

of the Series 2021A Bonds to the Purchaser is hereby approved, and the Chairperson and
County Auditor are hereby authorized to execute the Sale Agreenent for and on behal f
of the County. Section 3. Al resolutions or parts thereof in conflict herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

Passed and approved June 2, 2021.

Board Member Reports - Supervisor Zunbach stated that they had a robust neeting |ast
week regarding solar and the second neeting is tonight in Central City.

Vi ce Chairperson Rogers stated that he and Supervisor Zunbach will be in Central Gty
toni ght conducting the second Sol ar infornation neeting; attended training this
nor ni ng sponsored by Human Resources re: the use of pronouns; attended severa
neetings yesterday re: Anerican Rescue Plan Act; attended MHDD Regi onal Governance
Board neeting

The Board recessed at 11:39 a.m and reconvened at 6:00 p.m at the Linn County

Fai rgrounds, 201 Central City Road, Central CGty, at the Lynn Dunn Menorial Building
Present: Vice Chairperson Rogers and Supervisor Zunbach. Absent: Chairperson Wl ker
(personal business). Also present: Jon Resler, Asst. County Eng., Amy Drahos, Public
Heal th and Jon Gal |l agher, Soil & Water Conservation.

Supervi sor Zunbach called the neeting to order and nmade introductions.

Charlie Nichols, Planning & Devel opnent Dir., gave a presentation on Linn County
permitting process for Utility Scal e Sol ar Projects.

Jon Gal | agher addressed questions regarding steps the county will take to review the
conpr ehensi ve inpact on soil and water quality, water runoff, wildlife, flooding and
pol I i nat or inpact.

Ay Drahos addressed question regarding any known public health inpacts associ at ed
with utility-scale solar projects.

Jon Resl er addressed question regarding the responsibility of naintaining the roads
around a solar project and how the county will ensure the quality of roads inpacted by
travel froma solar project.

Greg Johnston, 3266 M dway Rd., Marion, asked about the procedure to get a referendum
on the ballot to outlaw solar in Linn County and during the approval process, is the
character of the conpany taken into consideration. He continued to say that NextEra
has been fined over $36 nmillion since 2000 for violations including environnental and
wor ker safety. They al so have a problemw th nucl ear managenent (sol ar panels contain
hazardous materials and chemical s). He specul ated on what woul d have happened to those
panel s during the Derecho.

Ni chol s stated that Linn County in general is supportive of renewable energy, but if

t he Board of Supervisors wanted to change the sol ar ordinance, they could do so. He

al so stated that there is no specific standard that addresses character but the Board
can take into consideration anything. Supervisor Rogers will check on the referendum
questi on.

Ashl ey Ranbo, 3986 Quail Ridge Rd., Center Point, along with her husband Ryan and four
children, asked the Board to consider their story. They live in the country
(surrounded by tinmber, rolling hills and pasture) and have a dreamof living a
different way of life. They care for the land and animals; children can play outside
fromsun up to sun down. This is a hobby farm and they dream of passing it onto their
children. They have two buildable |ots and asked what neasures will be put in place to
protect the farm and. They are stressed and afraid. She asked the Board that while
they are considering this, there are 2500 individual |andowners within the proposed
area and encouraged themto visit each of themand their properties.

Ni ck Boeyink, 36th St., stated that |ike comments made | ast week, he too is concerned.
lowa farns and | andowners enter into voluntary |eases on their land for this purpose

(not one sol ar panel goes up without the | andowner’s approval). Linn County has

requirements to keep them accountable. He stated that it is critical for |andowners to



have the right to decide what happens to their | and. He understands the “not in ny
backyard” concept, but good governnent was on display |ast week and this week for
transparency. He urged the Board to honor the rights of |andowners.

John Skaw, Benton County, stated that the sane project is proposed in Benton County
near Atkins. Solar panels have their place. H's comments are based on | arge scale
solar panels that require nultiple acres of farmand. He found fromhis research that
there were comments such as “regret”, “too little too |ate”, “eyesore”, “ugly”
“destroyed | andscape” and “scary”. He al so shared his findings fromother states
regardi ng the negative inpact on property value and fines agai nst NextEra ($36
mllion). He also found that solar panels in a tornado did not pass the hazardous
waste test at the landfill.
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Don White, 602 Blue Heron Ct NE, stated that he watched the video fromthe | ast Board
neeting in Palo and thanked everyone who prepared Linn County for this gol den
opportunity. The County’s conprehensive plan is very thorough and he thanked the Board
for being there and listening to why he supports the Duane Arnold Sol ar Project. He
continued to share his thoughts regarding the volatile climte and how it has inpacted
trees; uncontrolled situations in rain forests; driving massive mgrations north and
severe to exceptional drought conditions. Industrial scale solar is way past due and
they have to take bold action now.

Dorot hy Landt, 2262 Ross Rd., Palo, rem nded the Board of the Hanging Bog State
Preserve, Chain Lakes Natural Area, Pleasant Creek State Park and Wckiup Hil

Learning Center. Al are within site of the potential solar project area. She too
received a letter asking to | ease her land. She challenged the Board to consider the
gl obal situation and |ocal desires before considering a conpany doing this that is not
vested in Linn County. She asked the Board how they could reach a conclusion to
renove high CSR from production considering world hunger, drought and |owa food
production. The three Board nmenbers were elected to nmake wi se decisions for the

uni ncor porated area of Linn County. Transm ssion without generation is their problem
not Linn County’s.

Seth White, 602 Blue Heron Ct., NE, stated that he is a college student and | andscaper
and has heard about climate change his whole life (hurricanes and wildfires). The
Derecho did danage to his hone and he has never seen such pain. If burning coal is the
alternative, maybe this will not be his hone anynore.

Jerry Rozeboom rural Center Point, stated that he was a practicing physician in Cedar
Rapi ds and a native lowan that grew up on a farm He retired and noved to rural Center
Point. lowa’s greatest asset is nature’s cropland (it cannot be replaced) and the
county’s overlay will forego the CSR (it will destroy topsoil). They will be taking
prime farm ground out of production and why would they allow this on 3500 acres. This
is crazy and it’s nuts. Besides the $36 nmillion in fines, NextEra scored fourth from

the lowest in the world. They will pay the fines and tie the county up in court (they
are billionaires). They will not fix the problem they will continue to pay the
fines.

Warren McKenna, 1991 Angle Rd. SW Kalona, stated that he is a retired utility
nanager. He hel ped to devel op one of the largest solar farns and none of what people
wer e sayi ng happened. Were do people want power to cone fron? Landowners should have
t he choi ce.

St eve Mason, 6547 Benton Linn Rd., Palo, commented regarding a solar farmin Dessert
City, CA(8 mllion panels, 15 permanent jobs). In April of 2015, a tornado damaged a
sol ar farm owned by NextEra. He was also told that NextEra opened a local office in
downt own Pal o. Wiere is it? He also commented on Ag zoning overlay from 2013 and
2014.

Deb Yates, 2302 Young Rd., Palo, stated that she has been in contact with the Farm
Bureau’s staff |awer. She asked that before entering into an agreenent, |earn about
t he devel oper (contracts are witten by the devel oper); terms of solar energy
agreenents; paynment anmpbunts vary based on whether or not solar panel on the |and. She
asked the Board to consider these points

John Zakrasek, 531 Lawndale Dr. SE, stated that he has 24 solar panels and has had a
good experience with them The prairie continues to thrive, there is no runoff or
erosion, the prairie grass shields the panels and it is a savings to himand his
fam ly. There has been no disruption to wildlife around him He can see the
incentives to the farnmers when they are making nore fromthe | ease than crops. Maybe
there is a way for everyone to cone together.

Neal Baty, rural Coggon, stated that nost of his questions have been addressed. He is
especi al |y concerned about the environnental aspect of it and asked how many
pollinators will make it through that intense heat.

Bet h Dunkel, 3801 W/l lians Lake Rd., Center Point, stated that they built their
forever home in the country and is now within the proposed solar area. The sol ar
energy will be sent out of state, therefore not hel ping anyone in Linn County. She



al so asked if the deconmissioning plan will be available to the public and if Linn
County residents will have a say whether or not they go into the landfill. She also
asked about a setback greater than 50 ft.

Ni chol s stated that they can ask for screening and a | arger setback. His guess is
that the landfill will not be able to handle the panels and they will need a plan.

Randy Patton, 1041 Linn-Del aware Rd., asked about enforcenent and his belief that his
property value will go down. The Board was el ected to take care of Linn County
residents.

Ani ta Haugenbury, 103 5th Ave. C, Coggon, stated that she cringes every tine she sees
prime farm ground taken out of production for housing and noted that prinme farm ground
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will be taken out of production for the solar projects. She has recently noticed al

of the substations that are visible fromHw. 13 and asked if Linn County is opening
up a can of wornms for nore projects being proposed.

Greg Bickal, 2250 Coggon Rd., asked the Board not to sell out the prime beautiful |owa
farmgrounds. It is not worth the profit.

Roger Kelley, 2135 Hillside Dr., Ely, stated that he attended | ast week’s neeting and
learned a lot. Fossil fuel is obsolete and solar and wind is next to conme in but why
destroy land to put solar panels in.

Marty Robi nson, Wndsor, Col orado, stated that he spoke | ast week and thanked the
Board for the neeting. His opinion is that nmnds are nade up. He inplored the Board to
show themthat they are listening. There are so nmany things wong with this project.
He asked the Board to “googl e” solar panels and do research such as how they are
produced (Chinese slave labor). This will be taking prine |lowa farm ground out of
production to ship electricity out of state. There are better places to put this and
he inplored the Board to listen to their constituents.

Laura Robi nson, 2094 Linn-Del aware Rd., Coggon, stated that her farmis directly

adj acent to the solar site. Based on her research, “nost sol ar devel opers won’t be

| ooking at prime farm and, instead sub-prine |and not regularly used for production”
According to an agronomi st fromlowa State, her farmis in the top 9.5% of nost
productive fields in the State of lowa. Solar conpany has stated that land will
return to its original state after decommi ssioning. That is utterly inpossible and she
expl ai ned why. She never inagined she would have to protect her farmfrom a devel oper

from Boi se, Idaho. The value of her property will significantly decrease. Wwo wants
to live next to an industrial solar project? There are currently two projects
proposed in Linn County and she heard there are two nore. It’s like a virus.

A resident stated that her famly has farned over 150 years near Pal o, the heart of
lowa. They feed Anerica. She is pleading with the Board. They are farmers and care
about what they nake and do. She worked in a grocery store for years and i s begging
the Board to protect the lowa farner.

Tom Robi nson, 2094 Linn-Del aware Rd., Coggon, stated that his land is adjacent to the
proposed project. He stopped at the CIPCO office off Hawy. 13 and asked if anybody
woul d be represented tonight. Ofice personnel didn’t know what he was tal ki ng about.
He shared his research regardi ng the deconmi ssioning of solar projects and recomended
a website for cleaning up hazardous waste. Hazardous waste disposal is horribly
expensi ve.

Paul a Robi nson, Linn-Delaware Rd., Coggon, stated that she lives on the honme farm and
just nmoved from Florida back to lowa. The 800 acres of solar panels will be in her
front yard. She is forever opposed to the Coggon solar project. Her father (a
fulltime farmer) was a val ued nmenber of North Linn and the Coggon conmunity. She
spoke about the top 8 hazardous chenmicals in each panel and that there is no
accountability plan for proper panel disposal and recycling. Energy wll be provided
outside lowa. Lawsuits will cone and possible tragedy fromthe anmount of traffic.

Ri chard Marseau, Troy MIls, stated that neighbors and friends will be deeply
affected. He called a friend that works at Duane Arnold (since 1985). There are 600
nmegawatts that go through the grid, so there is plenty of power, so why are they
pursuing this? |It’s about the noney - tax credits are nassive. Wth these tax
credits, why doesn’t Linn County invest in putting panels on the property owner’s
land, they can have the access power to sell to the grid and they nake the nopney.

Cheryl Valenta, 2409 C Ave. NE, stated that she is concerned about clinmate change. She
enpat hi zes with these people and she fought the pipeline in lowa. She is very
concerned about the climate and appl auds the Board for having a plan to address it.
Billions of dollars are being spent because of the Derecho. Her hope is that people
will truly listen to the facts of what is being presented. A proposal hasn’t even
been made yet and bl ockades are being put up. Personally, she would |love to see a

| arge sol ar project.

Ni chol s addressed questions that he received via enmail.



Larry Germain, rural Center Point, stated that NextEra approached hi mand he said no.
He was approached again about easenents for powerlines above and bel ow t he ground
What is Linn County doing with these easenents and what about inm nent donmin?

Ni chol s stated that Linn County has no invol vement between the utility conpany and
resi dents regardi ng easenents.

Kelly Merta, rural Linn County, thanked the Board for their tinme and hoped to thank
them for their decision. She also attended first nmeeting in Palo and conposed an enmi
to the Board with her concerns. She has not heard back. Her children asked her if she
received a response. They al so thought it was nore inportant for her to cone to
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tonight’s neeting than to attend their first ballgane. She is al so going door to door

rai sing awareness in the comunity.

The Board indicated that they have not seen her emmil and that she should expect an
answer within 48 hours of sending one.

Adj ournnent at 8:36 p.m

Respectfully subnitted

JOEL D. MLLER, Linn County Auditor
BY: Rebecca Shoop, Deputy Auditor

Approved by:

STACEY WALKER, Chai rperson
Board of Supervisors





