
LINN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

CEDAR RAPIDS, LINN COUNTY, IOWA

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022 11:00 A.M.

The Board met in session at the Linn County Jean Oxley Public Service Center.  
Present: Chairperson Rogers, Vice Chairperson Zumbach and Supervisor Walker.  Board 
members voting “AYE” unless otherwise noted.

Chairperson Rogers called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Comment: 

Don White, Cedar Rapids, stated that on October 12th, the Board unanimously voted in 
favor of a temporary 3-month moratorium for utility-scale solar projects. The reasons 
given was that the Board wanted to capture what they learned from the public hearing 
and fill in any gaps in the ordinance so that they can move projects forward faster.  
In his public comments on that day, he expressed his concern for the moratorium being 
another delay tactic, part of a National Opposition Group’s playbook for stopping 
utility scale solar in America.  It is now the middle of December and not a single 
committee meeting has been scheduled.  He spoke to Charlie Nichols in November on the 
status of the committees and he stated that he was selecting committee members who do 
not hold strong positions for or against utility scale solar. For that reason, he was 
not considered for any committee. He read in the Corridor Business Journal who was 
selected and there are 8 vocal opponents and he highlighted two of the opponents.  He 
asked why people who are strongly opposed to utility scale solar are on the 
committees. This goes against what Nichol’s said about not selecting people who have a
bias.  He requested that the committee meetings follow sunshine laws so that residents
can attend.  They have a right to know what is happening and what is delaying progress 
towards blackout prevention.  He also requested that Planning & Zoning provide weekly 
updates on the already approved projects.  He also asked for an explanation to the 
public why a CO2 pipeline is more valuable to residents and businesses than power 
outage prevention solutions that attract overdue investments in electric charging 
infrastructure and provide landowners with a significant and reliable revenue stream.

Jessica Wiskus, rural Lisbon, thanked the Board for listening to their voices Monday 
about removing the loopholes in the CO2 pipeline ordinance.  She hopes that the Board 
has had the time to look at the ordinance and other model ordinances from across the 
state and to think deeply about what they need to do.  Iowans have respect built into 
their bones and she knows the Board wants to do the right thing.  In this case they 
can not please every master. This is a case where there really is a right and a wrong 
and the Board must have the courage to stand up and protect the community.  She 
referred to Wolf’s representative who referred to the ordinance as a “blunt 
instrument” and she disagrees with that and gave an example of a fly swatter compared 
to a hammer.  She also gave an example of why they are asking the Board to take the 
time to craft a stronger ordinance.  The Office of Consumer Advocate was joined by the
Farm Bureau and Sierra Club in a request that the three companies pursuing CO2 
pipeline projects in Iowa provide such information to the Iowa Utility Board (IUB) and
she gave Wolf’s response. In a hearing before the IUB yesterday, Wolf repeated their 
argument.  They are hiding behind the skirts of PHMSA when they know that PHMSA has no
authority over land use or routing in the state of Iowa.  Their goal is to build this 
before they release information about what emergency responders would need to do in 
the case of a rupture.

Wally Taylor, Marion, representing the Iowa Chapter of the Sierra Club, shared his  
experience in these types of cases in front of the IUB. He explained the process which
clearly demonstrated that there is no need to have an ordinance before the 
intervention deadline.  He encouraged the county to intervene so that they have a seat
at the table and can present their reasons why the ordinance should be upheld.  He 
asked the Board to do the right thing to protect resident’s of Linn County.

Mike Daly, Lisbon, stated that well done is better than well said and he thanked the 
Board for considering the safety of rural Linn County.  The pipeline affects not only 
the property it will be buried on but the neighboring and area properties.  The 
setback requirements are a necessary safety issue.  He asked the Board to consider 
removing the setback exemptions to the ordinance, especially the 300’ setback 
reduction for dwellings.   Dwellings in this case will default to rural Linn County 
dwellings because of the proposed pipeline route.  The rural Linn County residents 
feel especially threatened by the setback reduction, they deserve the right to be safe
in their homes.  At a recent meeting in Cedar County, Wolf stated that the pipeline 
diameter was again set at 20”.  He presented the formula and noted that the setbacks 
will reduce man made hazards and reduce the risk of loss of life. He again asked for 
what kind of logic is it that a child can have a larger setback at school and then a 
smaller setback at home. He presented information from the IUB hearing held yesterday.
He also presented information regarding the Shelby County lawsuit and the firm that 
represents them.  He concluded that it is important to craft a strong ordinance and to
take the time to write an ordinance that will hold up in court.  The Shelby County 
ordinance should be referenced.  He also stated that it is important that Linn County 
files an intervention with the IUB.  The permit process will be a lengthy one and 
could go on for several years.  Linn County needs to be at the table.  He appreciates 
the Board’s efforts to protect the safety of its citizens and the citizens are an 
important component of the Linn County structure. Elected officials represent their 
interest not multinational corporate interest. They all deserve the right to feel safe
in their homes.
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Jan Kirk, Marion, stated that she is opposed to the pipeline and presented statistics 
regarding what CO2 does to a person, child or an elderly individual.  The setback 
exemption needs to go away and the radius should be even larger.  She gave an example 
of where gas will be and what it will do to people. She urged the Board to spend more 
time on that exemption.  It’s not right to allow people in harms way to be left 
completely incapacitated.

Mike Carberry, Outreach Dir. for Bright Future Iowa, stated that he is on one of the 
committees for renewable energy (solar) review and was told that the names of the 
committees have been released and meetings will not be public. He asked the Board to 
reconsider making them public in an effort for transparency. The public deserves that 
and this is a controversial topic.  He added that by extending the solar moratorium it
will hurt jobs. They need to staff up and put some pressure on Nichols and the 
committees so that there is no excessive delays in an effort to avoid layoffs.

Chairperson Rogers reminded the attendees that this Public Comment section of the 
agenda is for topics on today’s agenda.  All other topics (solar issue, solar 
moratorium/committees and solar ordinance) can be presented at the end of the meeting,
during the second public comment period.

Nelson Batke, rural Linn County, stated that he had done more research on CO2 
pipelines and realized the magnitude of the problem of CO2 was greater than he 
anticipated. There is a huge amount of money involved and there are a lot of pipeline 
workers involved from out of state. There is a lot of pressure being put on public 
officials. He got on the pipeline’s website and they say that if the CO2 pipelines are
allowed to use eminent domain, they project over 60,000 miles of CO2 pipelines across 
the United States.  That’s terrifying to him and the level of danger is unimaginable. 
They boast on their website how safe they are and that’s not true (Satartia is an 
example). It’s all about taxpayer money.  They are harvesting money from the Federal 
government.  He encouraged the Board to take a hard look at Shelby County’s ordinance 
(well crafted and well written).

David Wiskus, retired farmer from rural Lisbon, stated that he is impressed with the 
Board as they are listening to the people. The ordinance that they are considering has
one sentence that bothers him. The one for him as a farmer says “projects that have 
received approval from the IUB shall have the required setback reduced to 300 ft 
provided pipeline operator addressed why setback is necessary in their petition”. That
sounds like a very big loophole to him because they will always have a reason to go 
down to 300 ft. He asked that they eliminate that sentence.  He appreciates the Board 
listening to them and asked that they make it harder for pipeline companies.

Laura Krouse, farmer near Mt. Vernon and a Soil & Water Commissioner, stated that the 
Commission met yesterday and talked about this ordinance. The Board sent a letter in 
January to the IUB opposing imminent domain and they are proud of them for doing that,
showed real leadership. Since then thousands of objections have been submitted to the 
IUB including 44 counties.  That’s a lot of opposition but pipelines can still be 
approved. Evidence of that is that Summit is now bringing pipe from Texas and storing 
in yards in NW Iowa.  If Summit is approved, then Wolfe will be. She stated that she 
started talking to Nichols about writing ordinances to protect the people of Linn 
County so that they would be ready if and when the approval comes. She also suggested 
that the ordinances would protect county infrastructure by making clear that expenses 
of repairing and maintenance be on the pipeline company and not be the responsibility 
of the taxpayers.  Wolf should be required to have an extensive emergency management 
plan for the County to look at and explained additional emergency management 
precautions that should be set in place. It is much more dangerous than anything 
compared to that is run through pipelines now.  She also mentioned other areas that 
should be off limits to pipelines.  She does not know why they are looking at such a 
weak ordinance and urged the Board to stop and vote no today and start over. Come up 
with a more comprehensive ordinance (similar to Shelby County). 

Marilee Feldman, rural Mt. Vernon, stated that the easement is permanent so they could
sell the easement to anyone. With the easement, it is open 24/7 to the easement owner 
so they can come on a property anytime day or night.  Wolf also mentioned that the 
pipeline would be a “plug and play” (get it through and then look for other 
opportunities to plug into it) which would make it monumentally larger.  She read the 
Shelby County ordinance, they mention ongoing monies to the county for emergency 
management updates. She stated that there is strong language in that ordinance that 
the Board might want to consider about upkeep and ongoing expenses of the county. She 
has a small Alpaca farm that it will go through. They will have no safe place on their 
farm for their family or animals.

Tom Mohan, Cedar Rapids, stated that he supports the Linn County rural neighbors and 
he continues to share their concerns. He does not believe that this ordinance as 
presented on Monday is as strong as it needs to be. He hopes that the Board is 
listening to the concerns and certainly hopes that they have listened to the Soil 
Comm. Krouse’s concerns. He was stunned to learn of her research and insights. The 
whole notion that the county needs an ordinance with setback rules that won’t 
withstand any court battle, that’s not leadership from the Board and it does not 
properly protect the citizens of Linn County.  Having language on the books that will 
cover the county to allow pipeline companies to bully landowners is not right. They
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expect and need more and are demanding more. He stated that the Board needs to stand 
up and lead and do the right thing. Strengthen the ordinance and intervene on their 
behalf with the IUB and do the right thing.

Cindy Boland, rural Fairfax, encouraged the Board to follow the formula as it exists 
for everyone with no exemptions, including dwellings.  She appreciates their ideas 
about an additional ordinance to address some financial interest coming back to the 
county.  They all know that Wolf didn’t bother to use current maps when they put 
together their current proposal. They had PowerPoints at the Hawkeye Downs meetings 
that they couldn’t read and they don’t care about the process or Linn County. They are
in the process of removing obstacles.  The residents needs the Board to make this as 
strong as possible. The next thing will be Quaker Oats tapping into it.  They need the
Board to stand up for the residents against Wolf and make the ordinance strong to 
protect them.

Steve Pisarik, rural southern Linn County, stated that the pipeline will dissect his 
farm, noting that he currently has a pipeline (not the same as a CO2 pipeline) going 
through his farm and has lived with that for many years. The company comes on his land 
when they want. He gave an example of a bulldozer blade that came within a foot and a 
half of the pipeline on another farm and noted the corrosion.  Regarding safety, it is
a matter of “when” it breaks and leaks and gave an example of Kansas spills that are 
catastrophic.  It’s all about money and ADM’s lobbyists (they buy politicians on both 
sides).  He urged the Board not to put solar and pipeline in the same boat. They are 
two separate problems.  Regarding jobs, they are from out of state. Wolf is Canadian. 
They will come put the pipeline in and be gone and the rest of Linn County will have 
to live with this albatross for the rest of their lives and generations to come.  He 
urged the Board to join Shelby and Story Counties standing against this and do 
everything in their power to stop.

Atty. Amanda James, Wolf Carbon Solutions, stated that she agrees with Wally Taylor.  
It can be drawn out more than they anticipate and gave the timeline which could get 
them to June. She welcomed the Board to intervene in the process. There is no need to 
rush to adopt an ordinance today or next week. She encouraged the Board to take the 
time and  adopt an ordinance that makes the most sense for Linn County.

Motion by Rogers, seconded by Walker to approve Consent Agenda as follows:

Receive and place on file Treasurer’s (Auto Dept.) Report to the County Auditor 
Receipts and Disbursement for the Month of November, 2022.

Approve and authorize Chair to sign a Master Agreement for Services between Linn 
County and Foth Infrastructure & Environment, LLC for engineering and consulting 
services for Roadside Inventories and Remnant Vegetation Survey for the Secondary Road
Department.
                

Approve and authorize Chair to sign contract between Linn County and Foth 
Infrastructure & Environment, LLC for Roadside Inventories in the amount of $10,011.40

Approve and authorize Chair to sign contract with Foth Infrastructure & Environment, 
LLC for Roadside Remnant Vegetation Survey in the amount of $2,510.72

Approve and authorize Chair to sign an American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Subaward 
Agreement between Linn County and Mirrorbox Theatre for A New Home for New Plays 
Project in the amount of $50,000.00.

Approve and authorize Chair to sign an American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Subaward 
Agreement between Linn County and Tanager Place for Safety, Security, and 
Accessibility Enhancements @ Tanager Mental 
Wellbeing Clinic in the amount of $213,000.00.

Approve and authorize Chair to sign a Commercial Services Agreement between Linn 
County and Orkin for pest control at the Overflow Shelter for a bi-monthly charge of 
$56.00 effective immediately.

Award bid and approve purchase order PO416 for Cut Stump Herbicide Premix to Van Diest
Supply Company in the amount of $5,208.30 for the Secondary Road Department.

Approve purchase order PO417 in the amount of $36,633.60 to Coleman Moore Company for 
purchase of Erosion Control Material for the Secondary Road Department.

Motion by Rogers, seconded by Walker to approve claims for AP checks #71009386-
#71009456 in the amt. of $495,656.38 and AP ACH in the amt. of $1,377,137.84 for a 
total of $1,772,794.22; and void/reissue ACH 00000314/26 in the amt. of $315.50.

Charlie Nichols, Planning & Development Dir., stated that on Monday he brought forward 
an ordinance regulating the placement of hazardous materials pipelines.  He believes 
strongly that there is a clear purpose and role for local zoning in regulating the 
placement of pipelines, not just from a health, safety and welfare standard but also 
in terms of a comprehensive plan (growth, economic development and resource 
conservation).  The bulk of the ordinance relates to setbacks for three different 
types of uses (dwellings, places of public assembly and future growth areas).

Documents/12-14%20Treasurer's%20November%20report.pdf
Documents/12-14%20Foth%20Master%20Client%20Agreement%202022-1205.pdf
Documents/12-14%20Contract%20-%20Roadside%20Inventories.pdf
Documents/12-14%20Contract%20-%20Roadside%20Remnant%20Vegetation%20Survey.pdf
Documents/12-14%20ARPA%20MIRRORBOX.pdf
Documents/12-14%20ARPA%20MIRRORBOX.pdf
Documents/12-14%20Orkin%20Contract%20OF-A.pdf
Documents/12-14%20PO416-%20Van%20Diest%20Supply%20-%20Cut%20Stump.pdf
Documents/12-14%20Bid%20Tab%20-%20Herbicide%20-%20Cut%20Stump%20-%2012-9-2022.pdf
Documents/12-14%20PO417%20-%20Coleman%20Moore%20Company.pdf
Documents/12-14%20Quote%20-%20Coleman%20Moore%20Company%20-%2012-12-2022.pdf
Documents/12-14%20Email%20to%20Purchasing%20Sole%20Source%20Purchase%2012-7-22.pdf
Documents/12-12,%2012-14%20&%2012-21%20Pipeline%20JA22-0005%20Ordinance%20Amendment.pdf
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Concerns that they heard Monday and again today is the setback waivers (particularly 
for dwellings) and request for more time to fully consider the intent and impact of 
the proposed regulations.  Between Monday and today, they received public comments 
from Wally Taylor and Laura Kraus reiterating the need for more time to consider the 
impact of the regulations. The Board has the following options today:

1) Approve the language as it stands.
2) Deny the ordinance.
3) Propose changes.
4) Postpone second reading to a later date.

Supervisor Zumbach stated that after Monday’s public hearing and yesterday’s closed 
session, taking more time to look at this ordinance is fine with him. It is surprising
that the opposing sides want to see more time as well. He is more than willing to do 
more investigating and postponing second consideration to a time to be determined is 
his recommendation.

Supervisor Walker thanked all of the residents and interested parties for attending 
the meetings and offered comments that he found to be extraordinarily helpful. He is 
in agreement that the good ordinance that they have could be improved. He still 
maintains that the position of Linn County as it crafts the ordinance should be  
primarily concerned at what’s in the best interest of the residents of Linn County 
with very little consideration for the best interest of any potential applicants. They
need to do what they can until the courts tell them what they can and can not do. 
He encouraged his colleagues to think about creating not the most prohibitive 
ordinance but the one that would keep residents safe.

Chairperson Rogers stated that he is also in agreement with postponing second 
consideration. He continued to say that safety is paramount noting that as 
policymakers they have to balance what is objective, subjective, what they believe 
might be the course of action the courts will take. There are currently two counties 
that are in litigation, they are different ordinances and they are in the Southern 
District of Iowa Courts.  He continued to commend Nichols for his role as Planning & 
Development Director (2 years) and the legacy projects (Dows, solar and pipeline) 
while handling them professionally, with grace and how he navigates difficult 
conversations with people on opposite ends of the spectrum.

Motion by Zumbach, seconded by Rogers to postpone second consideration on an ordinance
amending the Code of Ordinances, Linn County, Iowa, by amending provisions in Chapter 
107, Unified Development Code by establishing setbacks for the placement 
of hazardous materials pipelines until a later date.

Luke Maloney, Building Official, presented a resolution authorizing the Chair to sign 
28E agreements between Linn County and the City of Alburnett for Rental Housing and 
Property Maintenance Inspection services.

Motion by Rogers, seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution 2022-12-194
Linn County and City of Alburnett Agreement
For Rental Housing and Property Maintenance Inspections
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors, Linn County, Iowa, pursuant to Iowa Code Chapter
28E, proposes that Linn County enter into an agreement with the City of Alburnett, 
Iowa under the title Linn County and City of Alburnett Agreement for Rental Housing 
Inspections and Linn County and City of Alburnett Agreement for Property Maintenance 
Inspections, and AND WHEREAS, the purpose for such agreements are to provide for the 
administration of the property maintenance and housing codes of the City of Alburnett 
by Linn County in order to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, and
AND WHEREAS, such agreement is in the best interests of Linn County and the City of
Alburnett, and NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors, Linn
County, Iowa, that Linn County, Iowa will join pursuant to Iowa Code Chapter 28E, with
the City of Alburnett, Iowa into an agreement entitled Linn County and City of 
Alburnett Agreement for Rental Housing Inspections and Linn County and City of 
Alburnett Agreement for PropertyMaintenance Inspections.

Paula Mitchell, ECICOG, presented the following Resolutions for approval:

Motion by Rogers, seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution 2022-12-195
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH EAST CENTRAL IOWA
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (ECICOG) FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
DISASTER RECOVERY (CDBG-DR) APPLICATION PREPARATION AND FOR THE ADMNISTRATION
AND PROJECT DELIVERY OF THE CDBG-DR GRANT, IF AWARDED
WHEREAS, Linn County (COUNTY) desires to submit a Community Development Block
Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) application to the Iowa Economic Development 
Authority; and WHEREAS, the East Central Iowa Council of Governments (ECICOG) has 
experience in writing CDBG grant applications, and has experience with the grant 
administration and project delivery that will be required, if awarded; and
WHEREAS, the COUNTY desires to enter into a service agreement for the application
preparation and whereby also agrees to enter into a contract with ECICIOG for the 
grant administration and project delivery, if the CDBG-DR application is awarded.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE LINN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AUTHORIZES THE CHAIRPERSON TO SIGN A SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH THE EAST CENTRAL
IOWA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS FOR THE CDBG-DR APPLICATION PREPARATION AND
AGREES TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE CDBG-DR GRANT ADMINISTRATION AND

Documents/12-14%20Resolution%20Alburnett%20PMRH%2028E.pdf
Documents/12-12%20&%2012-14%20Alburnett%20Rental%20Housing%20Inspections%20Agreement.pdf
Documents/12-12%20&%2012-14%20Alburnett%20Rental%20Housing%20Inspections%20Agreement.pdf
Documents/12-12%20&%2012-14%20Alburnett%20Property%20Maintenance%20Inspections%20Agreement.pdf
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PROJECT DELIVERY, IF AWARDED.

Motion by Rogers, seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution 2022-12-196
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING EAST CENTRAL IOWA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (ECICOG)
TO SUBMIT APPLICATIONS AND ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS FOR FUNDING FOR THE COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT DISASTER RECOVERY DERECHO HOUSING PROGRAM (CDBG-DR) TO THE
IOWA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
WHEREAS, on August 10, 2020 communities in Linn County, Iowa experienced a derecho 
storm that significantly impacted the condition and availability of rental and owner 
housing throughout the county; and WHEREAS, the Linn County Board of Supervisors has 
heretofore deemed it necessary and desirable to apply for a $2,385,000.00 grant 
through the CDBG DR Program to the Iowa Economic Development Authority for the Dows 
Pocket Neighborhood, and WHEREAS, the Linn County Board of Supervisors has heretofore 
deemed it necessary and desirable to apply for a $860,000.00 grant through the CDBG-DR
program for the Dows Commons Project; and WHEREAS, the Linn County Board of 
Supervisors is supportive of the Dows Pocket Neighborhood
Project which will create 10 for sale, owner occupied units, and the Dows Commons 
Project, which will create
5 rental units in Linn County for low-to-moderate income households; and
WHEREAS, the Linn County Board of Supervisors held a public hearing on November 23, 
2022 to discuss a. How the need for the proposed activity was identified, b. Source of
funding, c. Date the application will be submitted, d. Amount of federal funds to be 
requested, e. Portion of federal funds benefiting low-to moderate income households, 
f. Location of proposed activity, g. Plans to minimize displacement of persons
or businesses from funding activity, h. Plans to assist those displaced, and i. The 
nature of the project as part of the application process; and WHEREAS, the public 
hearing provided an opportunity for public input for the development of the
Community Development and Housing Needs Assessment, which is hereby adopted; and
WHEREAS, accordingly, a grant application is being prepared for each project and 
documents have been presented to the Linn County Board of Supervisors for the approval
necessary to submit the grant applications. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 
Board of Supervisors of the Linn County, Iowa, that the Chairperson of the Board of 
Supervisors is hereby authorized and directed to sign and execute on behalf of
Linn County, the additional documents required for the application, as presented to 
the Board of Supervisors, and ECICOG is hereby authorized to submit the CDBG DR 
application and the associated documents for the above named project to the Iowa 
Economic Development Authority on or before December 30, 2022.

Carolyn Siebrecht, Recorder Elect, presented Resolutions appointing two deputies 
noting that Joan McCalmant has agreed to stay on as a Deputy as a courtesy due to 
another Deputy Recorder retiring at the same time. 

Supervisor Walker stated that he fully supports this and wanted to make sure that they 
are not in violation of the constitution in terms of the timing. 

Siebrecht assured him that she met with County Attorney staff and this was the path 
that was suggested.

Motion by Rogers, seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution 2022-12-197
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 331.903(1), Code of Iowa, Carolyn Siebrecht, Linn
County Recorder-Elect, has submitted to the Board of Supervisors, Linn County, Iowa, 
for approval of Joan A. McCalmant, for appointment as Deputy Linn County Recorder, and
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors, Linn County, Iowa, finds Joan A.
McCalmant to be qualified to serve as Deputy Linn County Recorder and that the
appointment of Joan A. McCalmant will not exceed the number of deputies authorized
for the Linn County Recorder’s Office by the Board of Supervisors, Linn County, Iowa.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors, Linn 
County, Iowa, that the appointment of Joan A. McCalmant as Deputy Linn County Recorder
by Carolyn Siebrecht, Linn County Recorder-Elect, is hereby approved.

And

Resolution 2022-12-198
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 331.903(1), Code of Iowa, Carolyn Siebrecht, Linn
County Recorder-Elect, has submitted to the Board of Supervisors, Linn County, Iowa, 
for approval of Dawn M. Froese, for appointment as Deputy Linn County Recorder, and
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors, Linn County, Iowa, finds Dawn M. Froese
to be qualified to serve as Deputy Linn County Recorder and that the appointment of
Dawn M. Froese will not exceed the number of deputies authorized for the Linn County
Recorder’s Office by the Board of Supervisors, Linn County, Iowa.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of
Supervisors, Linn County, Iowa, that the appointment of Dawn M. Froese as Deputy
Linn County Recorder by Carolyn Siebrecht, Linn County Recorder-Elect, is hereby
approved.

Tamara Marcus, Sustainability Program Dir., presented a resolution to adopt the 
proposed 2023-2025 Linn County Internal Sustainability Plan and a power point 
regarding the program.  The Board will approve on Monday.

Documents/12-12%20&%2012-14%20Resolution%20for%20Support%20and%20Authorize%20Submission.pdf
Documents/12-5%20&%2012-7%20Resolution-Internal-Sustainability-Plan.pdf
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Supervisor Walker stated that it is evident to him after listening to Marcus’ 
presentation, issues regarding sustainability has taken on a partisan nature when it 
is in the best interest of everyone. He quoted her and stated that she found a way to 
get people that historically don’t see eye to eye and that is impressive work. She did
this as a woman of color in a space dominated by men.  He is grateful to have worked 
with her over the past few years.

Public Comment:

Nelson Batke, rural Mt. Vernon, wanted to alert the Board to a recent statement by 
1200 climate scientists that says that there is no climate crisis. The Board might 
want to investigate that.  He stated that there has been climate change, way before 
anyone got involved in it. It’s the way the world works.  He asked the Board to not 
get deluded to think there is a climate crisis. 

Don White, Cedar Rapids, stated that he is very much against the C02 pipeline, noting 
that it goes against everything they have heard in the sustainability presentation. 
Pipelines are perpetuating big polluters and goes against what they are trying to 
accomplish.  Huge kudos to Marcus and Nichols. Linn County could be the epicenter for 
making the planet better for future generations. These setbacks are significantly 
smaller than anything they talked about for utility solar.

The Board received and placed on file a letter of resignation from Rhonda Dillemuth as
Secretary/Personnel Director of the Civil Service Commission.

The Board recessed at 12:38 p.m. and reconvened at 1:32 p.m. to review Fiscal Year 
2024 budget for Risk Management, Court Administration and Sustainability.  Also 
present: Dawn Jindrich, Finance Dir.; Sara Bearrows, Budget Dir.; Steve Estenson, Risk
Mgmt. Dir.; and Tamara Marcus, Sustainability Dir.

Risk Management – FY24 appropriations request is over the Board’s guidelines by $8,460
due to $4,000 increase in the cost of medical physicals, a $2,000 increase in the 
elimination of medical waste, a $580 increase in cell phone reimbursements, a $200 
increase in hearing tests, a $480 increase in office equipment contracts and a $1,200 
increase in maintenance on seven new AED’s.

Estenson reviewed his budget and provided KPI’s.

Motion by Rogers, seconded by Walker to approve FY24 Risk Management appropriations in
the amount of $400,057.

Court Administration – FY24 proposed appropriations budget meets the Board’s 
guidelines.

Motion by Rogers, seconded by Walker to approve FY24 Court Expense appropriations in 
the amount of $32,500.

Sustainability – FY24 proposed appropriations budget meetings the Board’s guidelines.

Marcus presented a power point of her budget and offers: Resiliency Coordinator - 
$17,080 and ICLEI membership - $2,500.

Motion by Rogers, seconded by Walker to approve FY24 Sustainability appropriations in 
the amount of $144,879.

Adjournment at 2:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

JOEL D. MILLER, Linn County Auditor
By: Rebecca Shoop, Deputy Auditor
and Amanda Hoy, Executive Assistant

Approved by:

BEN ROGERS, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors




