LI NN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS
CEDAR RAPI DS, LI NN COUNTY, | OM
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2022 11:00 A M

The Board net in session at the Linn County Jean Oxley Public Service Center.
Present: Chairperson Rogers, Vice Chairperson Zunbach and Supervisor Wl ker. Board
nenbers voting “AYE” unl ess ot herw se noted.

Chai rperson Rogers called the neeting to order and wel coned Cedar Rapids City
Counci | man Scott d son.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to open public hearing to create Chapter 105
Article VIl Housing Code Ordinance. Proof of publication was presented.

Luke Mal oney, Pl anning & Devel opnent, stated that this new chapter is for their
primary focus on incorporated jurisdictions that contract with themthrough 28E
Agreenents. There were no oral or witten objections.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to cl ose public hearing.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to approve upon first consideration of O dinance
to create Chapter 105 Article VII Housing Code.

Mbti on by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to approve upon first consideration to anmend
Chapter 105 Article VI. Property Mi ntenance O di nance.

St ephani e Lientz, Planning and Devel opnent, presented a Major Site Plan application
for the Linn County Secondary Roads Departnent Mrgan Creek Shop project in the 2300
Bl ock of Covington Rd. The Board will approve on Wdnesday.

Soni a Evans, Finance & Budget, presented an anendnent to the subaward agreenent
between Linn County and Eastern lowa Health Center for Increasing Access to COVID- 19
Educati on & Vaccinations for Underserved Linn County Popul ations. The only change is
how t hey are expendi ng the dollars and Evans recomends approval .

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Wl ker to approve an anmendnent to the subaward agreenent
bet ween Linn County and Eastern lowa Health Center for Increasing Access to COVID 19
Education & Vaccinations for Underserved Linn County Popul ati ons.

Brent O eson, Deputy Dir. of Public of Policy & Conm Relations, presented the
followi ng Resolution noting that the County Engi neer and County Attorney have
revi ewed.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to adopt Resol ution 2022-9-141

A RESCLUTI ON TO PROVI DE FOR NOTI CE OF PUBLI C HEARI NG ON PROPOSAL TO CONVEY REAL ESTATE
| NTERESTS TO CI TY OF CEDAR RAPI DS

WHEREAS, the Linn County, |lowa Board of Supervisors (the “Board”) is enpowered under
authority of §331.361, Code of Iowa, to dispose of the interest of Linn County, Iowa,
in real property, and WHEREAS, the Board has engaged in di scussions to convey
tenmporary and pernmanent easenents in real property described as:

LEGAL DESCRI PTI ON

Part of Lot 1, Dar-T’s Second Addition, Linn County, |lowa, and

WHEREAS, Linn County, lowa, (the “County”) as the owner of real property as described
above has been offered financial consideration by the Gty of Cedar Rapids to sell a
portion of the land by fee title and to grant both tenporary and permanent easements
in said real property. NOW THEREFORE, THE LI NN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS HEREBY
RESOLVES AS FOLLOA5: The Board will hold a public hearing on the 12th day of

Sept enber, 2022, at 11 o’clock, in the Formal Board Roomon the |ower |evel of the
Jean Oxley Linn County Public Service Center, 935 2" Street SW Cedar Rapids, lowa, to
determi ne whether the County will convey to the City of Cedar Rapids, lowa, the
interest of the land described in the purchase agreenent by fee title, and grant
tenporary and pernmanent easements as described therein, fromthe real property legally
descri bed above owned by the County at which tine any interested person nmay appear and
file objections and, after hearing objections, the Board may proceed w th approval of
t he conveyance. The Board hereby authorizes and directs the publication of a notice of
public hearing on the proposal at |east once, not less than four (4) nor nore than
twenty (20) days before the date of the hearing in accordance with | owa Code Section
§331.305.

Moti on by WAl ker, seconded by Rogers to approve Enpl oynent Change Roster (payroll
aut hori zations) as follows:

RECORDER’S OFFICE

Clerical Specialist Amy Speed Transfer to Planning & Development 09/02/22
TREASURER’S OFFICE

Universal Clerk Sarah Keeling Step increase/contract 09/21/22 56C $23.78 — 56D $25.06
Universal Clerk Morgan Driscoll Step increase/contract 09/21/22 56C $23.78 — 56D $25.06
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Desktop Technician Nicholas Distler Correction to step increase from 08/29/22 08/24/22

60C $32.93 - 60D $34.77

FACILITIES

Custodian Cody Mclntosh New hire — PT 09/19/22 10A $18.01 + $ .25 20 hrs/wk

Replaces A. Charles


file:///\\\\lcfs1\\users$\\BShoop\\MSDATA\\MSOFFICE\\WINWORD\\Documents\\9-6,%209-7,%209-14%20Ordinance%20Creating%20Chapter%20105%20Article%20VII%20Housing%20Code.pdf
file:///\\\\lcfs1\\users$\\BShoop\\MSDATA\\MSOFFICE\\WINWORD\\Documents\\9-6,%209-7,%209-14%20Odinances%20amending%20ARTICLE_VI.%20PROPERTY_MAINTENANCE%202022.pdf
file:///\\\\lcfs1\\users$\\BShoop\\MSDATA\\MSOFFICE\\WINWORD\\Documents\\9-6%20&%209-7%20Major-Site-Plan-Application-PDF.pdf
file:///\\\\lcfs1\\users$\\BShoop\\MSDATA\\MSOFFICE\\WINWORD\\Documents\\9-6%20&%209-7%20Secondary%20Road's%20%20Site%20Plan.pdf

Page 2
Sept enber 6, 2022

SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Communications Oper. Rebecca Moore New hire —FT 09/19/22 CB $25.14

LIFTS

LIFTS Driver Rudy Rodriguez Correction to termination/resignation date from 08/29/22 roster
: 08/26/22

JUVENILE DETENTION

JDDS Supervisor Alan Steil Promotion 09/10/22 56B $23.78 — Grade 25 $28.99 Replaces W.
Wright

Tracker Jada Grubbs Termination/resignation 09/23/22

PUBLIC HEALTH

Environmental HIth. Spec. James Mount New hire — FT 09/19/22 39A $30.26

Medical Assistant Robina Ulrich New hire — temporary 09/19/22 55A $19.92

Medical Assistant Nancy Reasland New hire — temporary 09/19/22 55A $19.92

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Wl ker to approve claims for payroll deduction checks
#71008218-#71008239 in the ant. of $355,981.62, payroll deduction ACH in the ant. of
$57, 200. 40, and payroll wires in the ant. of $1,988,096.98 for a total of

$2, 401, 279. 00.

The Board recessed at 11: 07 a.m and reconvened at 6:00 p.m at the Palo Comunity
Center, 2800 Hol | enbeck Road, Palo, |A for third and final consideration of the Duane
Arnold Solar | and Il Projects

Publ i ¢ Comment :

Ron Corbett, 286 Thunderbird Rd. SE and Cedar Rapi ds/Marion Econonic Alliance, stated
that he is in favor of the project for two reasons. 1) Continue tradition of grow ng
the tax base and 2) A growi ng trend of businesses wanti ng and seeki ng renewabl e

ener gy. He encouraged the Board to support projects.

Craig Seeley Jr., Cedar Rapids, stated that what is going on globally is a great
concern to him They need all the farm and they can get because lowa is known for
feeding the world. He realized that fromthe influence of the people in the roomthat
they need to work with Mother Nature in such a way to copy the way it functions and
then will not have so many negative ranifications. If the Board chooses to approve

one thing he hopes is to integrate this solar farmwi th the environment so that it
does not hurt the environment in any way. Start thinking a little bit ahead about
power plants small enough to fit in the hone, cars or any type of structure that needs
to be heated or cool ed. He asked about how resistant the solar panels are to severe
weather. He stated that they cannot seemto do the sinplest thing as fell ow
Anericans. They have to stop functioning the way they are because it is destroying the
country and he hopes sone people will set a precedent to hel p nmake that happen

Sal li e Buel ow, 3394 64th St., Palo, stated that she and her husband |ive on the eastern
edge of the project. She does not feel that people who live around the project are
being selfish and to be called selfish is a slap in the face Mst people who are in
favor of this project live el sewhere and do not have to worry about property val ues or
vi ew shed. The character of their rural comunity will be lost. They are trying to
protect their greatest asset, which are their hones and property. She is dreading the
next few years of heavy equipnent, traffic, dust, and |ong hours of noise from
poundi ng pilings. Her hone is her sanctuary and she worries about how this project

will affect many people’s nmental health. She asked the Board to please take the
suggestions they have heard and do the project the right way, nake it the best it can
be. She al so asked that they put ordinances in place for screenings, setbacks for

adj acent | andowners and set reasonabl e construction hours. Her husband is set to
retire soon and is |ooking forward to farning the | and that has been in his fanmily for
many years. She noted that nmany | ocal farners are |l osing ground to rent because they
cannot conpete with NextEra. She is not against solar but against |arge scale solar,

that will negatively affect so many people. Saying yes to this project will be a green
Iight for additional phases and she asked the Board how nuch |land are they willing to
sacrifice in the county to make up for the power |oss from Duane Arnol d. Toni ght

feels like a sentencing. They are being sentenced to industrial scale solar for the
rest of their lifetines. This is about greed and not green energy policies.

St eve Mason, 6547 Benton Linn Rd., Palo, wanted to add to what Supervi sor Zunbach said
| ast Tuesday. He was trying to do what is best for the public. The public needs to
know that this project is the beginning of a 24,000-acre project in Linn County. Were
there are electrical substations, there is a possibility of a wind or solar project.
He referred to a May 18 neeting between NextEra and the Palo Fire Dept. and a
Techni cal Review Conmittee meeting the next day. He asked if the May 18 neeting was a
PR stunt. Costs of replacing the BESS in 15 years will be passed onto the consuners.
He asked if there are plans to test nearby private wells within a nmle of the solar
sites for a base nunber before construction and will they be tested thereafter. He
questioned soil contam nation after a severe weather event and the | ack of security
around the battery storage. Two yes votes will open the barn door

Chad Todd, 945 Valley View Dr., Marion, stated that he is against the solar farm
because solar is a poor source of energy for the county. Solar and wind are not going
to solve the clinate problem The problemis the three Supervisors who are consuners
of power (electricity and natural gas). They need that to heat and cool their hones
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Wien they go to turn on power or furnace in the mddle of a cold night, renenber
sol ar does not work at night (does not matter how many batteries there are). The new
green deal wants to drop all coal, nuclear and natural gas plants and only go to w nd
and solar. Batteries are also a poor way of storing energy. Wo pays for the backup
generator? The consuners. They want industry to nove to Linn County. Solar is not
going to bring new industry. He gave the exanple of California and the brown outs and
lack of power. 500 MW of power has been lost in this area and where is that power
going to be nade up? When the Board votes toni ght, remenber the future of econonic
growth and their famlies. He guarantees that the electric rates in Linn County will
go up 20-25% which will put nore economic strain on the people of Linn County. If the
Board votes yes, they have nobody to bl ame but thensel ves when they | ose their power
in the future.

Swati Dandekar, 2731 28th Ave., Marion and representing Bright Future |lowa, urged
Supervi sor Zunbach for a unani mous vote to approve the project as it is good for Linn
County. If they |ook at her career, it is clear the she has been hel ping with economnic
devel opnment, innovation and a strong portfolio centerpiece of her legislative life.
She strongly believes that renewabl e energy (w nd, solar, battery, and ethanol)
provides lowa with an incredi ble econom ¢ opportunity and a chance to | ead the world.
This is not just her, but also the 5,000 plus people who want solar in Linn County. It
is also about fanmilies who without this project would be at risk of losing famly
farms. This is their land and their choice. Linn County has done great things in its
hi story and has never shied away from change or making the community better for the
future. Move forward and wel come the next great opportunity and again urged the Board
to support the project.

Clare Simons, representing Power |lowa Linn County Coalition, stated that the jobs for
this project that are set to be created are inportant to | ocal workers up and down
the supply chain. Projects like these are often times the difference between going to
work and being laid off. They are starting to see that students are not taking the
traditional four-year degree route and instead choosing prograns nuch |ike Kirkwood
has to offer. These well-paying skilled jobs will be attractive to these students.
They encourage the Board to approve and bring the project across the finish |ine.

Nancy Patrilla, 3796 Alice Rd., Toddville, stated that at the second neeting | ast week
only 13 people spoke in favor of the solar farm Seven of those were representing
busi nesses. 22 spoke against using the county’s fertile farmand for solar. It was
evident that nobst of the pro solar people were tal king about their business interests
di sqgui sed as being good for attracting new busi nesses and therefore about naking nore
noney. The peopl e agai nst the project have been tal king about their honmes and quality
of life for their famlies. They were 2:1 against the solar farns being built on
productive farm and. According to NextEra, the project will renpve 1131 acres of
farm and from production until 2057. They al so stated that 90% of |and for project is
currently used for row crops. Over 50% of the | eased |and is noderate/high to high
soil productivity. Wiy is the Board all owi ng sone of the richest soil in Linn County
to be covered by solar panels? She went on to conpare the Board’s politica
affiliations and how they voted and possible ranmifications at election tinme. She

t hanked Supervisor Zunmbach for his votes on this project.

Tom Weseler, M. Vernon Mayor and nmenber of the Linn County Energy District, thanked
the Board for the tough decisions they have to make. He is in support of the project
and wal ks the talk. He has had solar at his residence for 5 years; inplenented sol ar
on city hall, Police Station and Center. He was the presenter for the M dwestern
Renewal Energy Assoc. (Solarized Linn and Johnson County). He found out that there is
a big appetite and demand for solar in Linn County. Over 2,000 attended conferences
and over 600 signed up for residential solar. As a consuner, he can say that solar is
safe and visibly non-intrusive. He asked the Board for their support of the project.

Don Clow, 4511 Twin Pine Dr. NE, Cedar Rapids, stated that he has been watchi ng energy
production and costs for many years and this is a great project for the area. People
tal ked about giving up land for solar. He pointed out that one of the mmjor uses of
land now for corn is converting half into ethanol because there is no other use for
it. Raising corn has environmental problens too (sedinment in streans, fertilizer
runoff). Solar holds the promi se of holding the land in place and it will be great for
Linn County. It is a known fact that carbon dioxide in the atnosphere keeps heat from
being radiated out into space. As weather becomes nore extrene due to that, there is
rapid warm ng at both poles. This project influences and affects people in a nuch
greater circle than just us. Wen converting corn into fuel, he noted that there is
nore useful energy produced per day with sol ar.

Pam Mackey- Tayl or, 2200 S. 31st St., Marion, spoke on behalf of the lowa Chapter Sierra
Cl ub. She encouraged the Board to support these zoning changes. It is clean energy,
does not generate emi ssions and is radiation free. It is not the sane risk as the

nucl ear plant. Landowners are participating voluntarily and there is no inm nent
domai n. Landowners have the right to put panels on their |and and she encouraged the
Board to approve

Renee Potts, 3370 McGowan Blvd., Marion, stated that she is the daughter of a
| andowner. One side of the argunent, everyone says that they want to keep farmand in
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production. Running a farmis expensive, especially small farms. The cost of

equi pnent, tools, diesel, inflation, storns and repairs has made it hard for snal
farms to maintain profitability. They farmwi th a tenant farner and nobst years run in
the red. On the other side of the argunent, there is the city of Palo and its
expansi on plans (focused on noving north). They have no interest in the agricultura
value of the land. They want to pave over paradise. She is there to support her dad
and to stand by her siblings and fell ow |l andowners. Solar is the right choice. Farmers
were presented with another option (try a new crop, let the ground rest and use
existing infrastructure). Personally, it keeps the farmin the famly

Juni or Luensnan, 4100 Wodridge Dr. NE, Cedar Rapids, stated that he has attended
neetings over the last several nonths pertaining to solar projects. He supports the
project and feels the environmental and economic inpacts on Linn County are inportant
factors that should be considered in nmaking a decision. Preserving the rights of
property owners should remain paranount. The | and being used will be used again for
growing crops in the future. Rezoning for residential, comrercial or industrial wll
lose the fanmily farmforever (this saves it for future generations). Diversification
of income with solar is a guaranteed source of income. One neighbor should not be
able to dictate what another nei ghbor does with their |land. Each farmer should be
empower ed to nake personal decisions on the |land that supports their long termfarm
viability provided it conplies with the county ordi nance. Concerns were di scussed at
neetings of other solar projects in the area and it is clear that this application
follows Linn County’s Conprehensive Plan. The Supervisors have an obligation to
approve this application that has diligently followed their guidance

Eri c Van Kerckhove, Mayor of Palo, stated that he has shared Pal o’s Resol ution (per
28E Agreenent with Linn County) respectfully requesting the Board to deny NextEra’s
request. He also shared Center Point’s Resolution supporting Palo’s Resolution. No
matter the outcone, not everyone will be happy and it appears that approval is all but
certain and placing Pal o squarely anongst the unhappy. Palo’s relationship with the
Li nn County planning team and Conservation is strong. He feels good knowi ng that Linn
County’s staff will be looking out for their comunity. They will be watching closely
to ensure this project is engineered, constructed, inspected and nai ntained to the

hi ghest of standards. Alliant Energy has been a long time energy provider for Palo and
t hey have a good working relationship. Alliant needs this project to be successful and
so does Pal o and worki ng together they can make that happen. Using |ocal union |abor
will help Palo feel confident about the quality of the project and Palo will welcone
the local skilled union tradesnen and tradeswonen. He asked one final tinme to honor
the 28E Agreement and to respect |ocal |eadership by rejecting this project. If the
Board is going to approve regardl ess of |ocal |eaderships opposition, the Palo will do
what Palo nmust. Palo will find opportunity within this challenge. They will rise to

t he occasion and once again find a way to nmove their community forward.

Mary Beni on, 3657 Lewis Bottonms Rd., Shellsburg, referenced Ordi nance 107-179/
Rezoni ng Map Anendnent and the terms “shall”, “wll|” and “nust”. How can the Board
vote on an inconpl ete proposal from NextEra? She gave exanples of the inconplete
proposal and quoted a paragraph in 28E Agreement with Palo . She reninded the Board
that they are in control of this project. They can ask for nore information and hi gher
set backs. NextEra will not walk away if asked for a higher set back. They need the
Board nore than the Board needs them If it’s voted down, they will just nove on to

t he next county. She asked why the maps showing | eased land is different from each
meeting and fromthe proposal. Are they acquiring nore for Phase 3 and 4 or even 5?

Is there a plan to stop leap frogging? Wat if there is another |arge flood? She asked
themto do what is right for the community and tell NextEra no. Take a step back, put
this vote on hold and review all the information again. The Board was elected to
represent them Stand up for what is right and protect themand their |and.

Sandy David, 401 Prairie ViewDr., Fairfax, stated that she is representing the
Charles Stodola Farm Her family was in a position when the Nuclear Plant canme in and
it frightened them (she was 10). A big field was going to be used for railroad and
they needed acres of her grandfather’s land (large chunk of prime farm and). He fought
that with every fiber of his being and noney for |awyers went out the w ndow. The
power plant and the railroad was built. There was dust and traffic (dust never went
away). They had to accept it and nove on. The point she is nmaking is that they feared
the unknown. It is better to accept progress than to waste time, energy and noney. Her
fam |y was approached by NextEra to participate using |and that has been in the famly
for generations. They finally decided to listen to themand they did not make a snap
deci si on when they signed the contract. They are excited for the project noting that
it is voluntary. They still have alnpbst half of their land for a farmer to | ease

Steve Enerson, 3880 Lewis Bottons Rd., stated that he is sure he owns nore sol ar
panel s than anyone in the room (with the exception of NextEra). He hides them (puts
them on office buildings), he does geothermal in downtown Cedar Rapids and is pretty
deep into reducing his carbon footprint. He dug a pond and nade it so it retains water
in the event of a flood event. He is doing things right and environmentally. He is
not telling the Board who they should or shouldn’t “solar with”, just don’t do it in
his face, pull it back 300’ and plant some trees. If the Board were ever out in that
area, they would know Lewis Bottons gets a ton of activity. Bikers, runners, Pigman,
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and there are countless events that conme out of the park and use the road. Could they
at least give themone way to go without having to race through a solar field? The

vi ew studi es that they supposedly did are worthless. They assune everyone sits in
their houses and stare out the windows. They do not. They are outside. He asked the
Board to make the right choice for all of them They can do as much solar as they
want, just hide it and still have a very successful devel oprment.

Carolyn Peterson, 4808 AOde MII C. NE, Cedar Rapids, stated that the Board has the
opportunity to protect the environnent but are not requiring non-hazardous panels or
batteries that don’t enmit HF or forbid the use of PFAS chenicals. Damaged panels will
need a TCLP test before landfill disposal. Wat if they turn out to be hazardous
waste? Wat will Alliant do? Wiy won’t the Board require debris cleanup to be agreed
upon in a legal docunent? |Is the Applicant skirting RCRA hazardous waste rul es? She

t hanked Charlie Nichols for having the Applicant address her earlier comrents on
deconmi ssi oni ng noting that several issues were fixed. However, the newy revised
deconmi ssi oni ng cost estimates still contain a mistake. WIIl that be fixed? She seens
to be the one and only person commenting on potential future environmental danage for
this project. That was her job for many years. She seens to be the only expert the
County has in this area. She sees red flag after red flag. She is not funded by dark
money and in fact, she is giving up nighttime work to be at the meetings. She asked
the Board to pl ease require non-hazardous panels, batteries that don’t enmt HF, no
PFAS, correct the decommi ssioning cost estimate and include a | egal document requiring
debris cl eanup.

Laura Myres, 3372 64th St. Dr., Palo, stated that they don’t need to be where they are
t oday because she does not think they are that far apart. A unaninous vote coul d have
happened with a few sinple changes. They should have tal ked to the neighbors first and
involved themin witing the Renewabl e Energy Overlay. They can find a way to nake the
nei ghbors whol e/ happy with setbacks/screening. There is a confidentiality issue (Kkids
don’t know that nom signed the agreenent). There are questions about placenent of the
panel s. Where? (lot line or occupied structure). She asked for testing of the panels
for contaminants; The BESS is a whole different animal (no regulations or code);

There are questions about buil ding standards and expl ai ned; Questions about debris
cleaning (can NextEra legally be nmade to cl eanup soneone el se’s property?). There

appears to be no oversight. |f NextEra or Alliant nmess up, does Linn County have the
resources to renove the overlay and who pays for it? She asked how nuch |and Linn
County is willing to give up because there is more comng and waiting in the w ngs.

They are not anti-solar or anti-renewable, they just want it done right

Deb Yates, 2362 Young Rd., Palo, asked the Board what’s the rush? The project

devel oper was a nenber of the Planning & Zoning Conmittee when the Renewabl e Energy
Overlay was accepted. Yates gave the tineline of when the first |ease was signed
After LESA was dropped, all other |eases were signed. LESA could have been reworked
and shoul d have been. Now they have a poorly witten code that is not fair to other
| andowners. It doesn’t contain screening provisions or address nmany things including
dangers associated with battery storage or what an adjoi ning | andowners wanting to
develop their land. It will certainly change future devel opnent of those properties.
Hast e nakes waste.

Kelly Merta, 4194 Quail Ridge Rd., Center Point, addressed screening as it reads in

O di nance 107-117 and presented Exhibits. The comunity was told in June 2021 and
February 2022 that there was no need for a noratorium because the ordi nance was
drafted in a way that would allow the Board to take the appropriate action to set
screening requirenments that protected the adjoining residences. To date, that has not
been done. It is the Board’s duty to enforce ordinances and to protect the health and
wel fare of the county’s residences. Over the last 16 nonths residents have been
assured that there would be anple opportunity to get it right. She asked the Board if
they have personally reviewed the view shed analysis and asked what are the fina
screening requirenments

Sara Al den, 4124 Greens Grove Rd., Center Point, stated that there are so nany things
wong with this project fromcounty due diligence and accountability, greed, politics,
and a conplete disregard to rural resident concerns. Since she began this journey in
April 2021, she has learned that greed and politics are alive and well in Linn County.
She has learned that courage to stand up for what is right is rare and that the
majority of people who oppose these projects do so in silence for fear of retribution
or for the sinple reason they know it was a done deal fromthe beginning. Residents
who stand up for their way of rural life, their hone and agricultural future are being
m ni m zed by big noney groups who are spending 10’s of thousands of dollars in
m sl eadi ng ads and tel emarketing calls all over the county. There are special interest
groups and busi ness organi zati ons from Cedar Rapids supporting the projects and
residents fromother counties and states are coming here to tell the Board to stick it
in our backyards. She continued to talk about hone rule and the | ack of a storage
battery ordi nance or standards in place. She personally addressed Supervisor Rogers’
chal I enges and played a sound bite. Her biggest take away is that political agendas
and big nmoney will win at all costs.

Sam Di |l on, 250 Wl f Valley Rd., Hiawatha, stated that he has had sol ar panels on his
house for a year and his electric bill has dropped (charges his car as well). No one



Page 6
Sept enber 6, 2022

conpl ai ns when they see power |ines, substations, transforners and turbines. Sol ar
panels are fairly lowto the ground and will renove the need to build nore power

pl ants. Few conpl ai n when a devel oper buys 1,000 acres of |and and puts up nore hones
(city says it will increase tax base). The solar panels will take |and out of
production for 20-30 years and then | and goes back for farm ng or housing. |If project
is approved, the Board can pass a code to require berns in front of themto renove
view frompublic, put in trees and shrubs to beautify the I and

Chris Larson, 3106 E. Ave. NE, Cedar Rapids and a nenber of the Sunrise Moyvenent,
stated that their focus is getting local policy for clean air and a nore sustainable
future. They are in full support of this project. They cannot deny that clinmate change
is aloonmng threat. There is a sense of urgency to this so he understands why

rushing the project a little bit can pay off in the end. Everyone voicing their
concerns should not be overl ooked; they should listen to the people and not just fal
for big business and all they have to offer. He bought a house in Cedar Rapids and he
is there because of solar. He knows the flaws and the benefits noting that it is not

perfect but it is nuch better than the alternative. |If they do not invest in
renewabl es now, they will continue to invest in fossil fuels and continue the trend of
warming the climate. |If this was happening in his back yard, he would be angry too.

He asked themto do the best they can.

Angel a Davis, 3920 Lewis Bottoms Rd., Shellsburg, thanked the Board for listening to
her and noted that they have brought up her case a nunber of times. During a

di scussi on | ast week, she heard the question asked that if they did not want screening
on their land, would it be put on the participants |land. The response was yes but the
Next Era representati ve did not know how the participant would feel about that. No one
has reached out to her to tal k about screenings (received a blank screening plan in
the mail). She spoke | ast week about a setback. It appears that NextEra can resi st
any suggestions that the Board m ght have. Panels work best in full sun; how well do
they work in the shade? Panels behind her house will not receive full sun and she

expl ained in detail suggested relocation of panels (maps provided).

John Zarasik, 531 Lawndal e Dr. SE, Cedar Rapids, stated that climate change threatens
everyone in the room Solar can be installed quickly, safely, are clean and reduce

em ssions. The solar farm nakes exceptional use of infrastructure already in place
He expl ai ned econonic benefits, energy storage, and the fact that the | andowners
voluntarily determ ned the best use of their land. The Board |listened to many
concerns of the citizens and conducted hi ghly professional hearings which he greatly
appreciates. He supports the project.

David Osterberg, 318 2m Ave. NW M. Vernon, reminded the Board that he spoke in
Coggon and tal ked about health effects. Aninmal confinenents need | arge setbacks. He
can not find health effects fromw nd turbines or solar panels. He also can not find
denoti on of property value and he sees no obvious negative affects of project. There
are many positive things com ng out of large solar arrays at this particular |ocation
such as local union jobs and econonic devel opment. It is clear that clinmate change is
a problemand it is getting bigger.

Scott Rol and, 2935 Cedar Ridge Dr. NE, Cedar Rapids, stated that he is very

di sconcerted about the length of the approval process for a project like this. He
spoke about the catastrophic costs associated with climte change and provided a
lengthy list of statistics. He understands there are concern about setbacks but he
urged everyone to |l ook at the |larger picture. He cannot enphasi ze enough how
catastrophic this will be and how frustrated he is with how slow this is going

Paul a Robi nson, 1127 Linn Del aware Rd., Coggon, stated that she came across an article
witten by the Ol ando Sentinel on August 30 regarding NextEra and their partnership
with Florida Power and Light. She wants to nmake sure the Board knows who they are
getting into bed with and read the article which includes the mani pul ation of
politicians. She stated that she |oves solar but hates dirty noney.

Traci Nelson, 3311 Pleasant Creek Rd., Palo, stated that she believes the Board
neetings have not followed lowa | aw regarding notifications. She is in favor of solar
utilities if in the right place which is not on high value farmand. Prior to
receiving the applications, the Board was warned about possible damages to nei ghboring
| andowners that can occur from weather, |oss of property values and danaged tiles. The
Board chose not to adopt an ordi nance to protect neighbors fromgreat financial |osses
but they still have the opportunity by voting no tonight. |If the Board does not step
up to protect farm and, she can hold them personally responsible for their actions

She presented pictures to the Board denobnstrating how property values are negatively
affected

Marc Franke, 4205 Vista Rd., Ely, asked how a private citizen can recommend a vote
change to the solar ordinance. He has been speaking well over a year on this and al
they want is for it to be done right. Integrate it into the country; protect the
community with a beautiful facility; build it to the highest standards; work together;
to fit it into the rural area and preserve the rural character; take suggestions
regardi ng wi nd standards, deconm ssioning, battery, panel and screening

speci fications. There are people with experience and know edge and the Board shoul d
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listen to them He supports the project, but he wants it done right. He encouraged the
Board to figure out a way that when it is approved, that additional safeguards are in
pl ace before it actually starts.

El oi se Dennis, 3693 Lewis Bottonms Rd., Palo, stated that she thinks NextEra could sel
snow to the Eski noes, because they did a good sale job on two of the Board nenbers
It’s nothing but a big noney grab for NextEra, Alliant and a few select farmers and
probably the County. If the farners really wanted to be good stewards of the |and and
rehab the |l and, they woul d be engaged in sustainable farnming. She addressed a solid
canopy needing a filter, drainage, pollinators and wildlife, noting that it is a
wildlife sanctuary. She heard several farmers wanted out of their contract after
hearing the nitty gritty details and couldn’t. Have they read the paper lately? There
is a global shortage of food and there is only so much farmand in the US. She stated
that it is ludicrous that they are taking the nost productive land in Linn County out
of farming. She thinks this is a big mistake and the next two generations will have to
live with it.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to approve upon third and final consideration

O di nance #13-9-2022, an O di nance Amendi ng the official Zoning Map of Linn County,
lowa by rezoning and changing the district classification of certain property |ocated
North of Palo, lowa along Pal o Marsh Road, McCintock Road, DAEC Road, and Mather Lane
from “AG” Agricultural District to the “RE-AG” Agricultural with a Renewabl e Energy
Overlay District and fromthe “CNR” Critical Natural Resource District to the “RE-CNR”
Critical Natural Resource with a Renewabl e Energy Overlay District , approximtely 316
acres, rezoning case JR22-0004 (Phase 1)

Di scussi on: Supervisor Zunbach stated that there are an overwhel mi ng nunber of people
that want it done right. He does not believe that they are exactly doing their due
diligence in knowing what is actually going to be built. He thinks it is too vague and
he can not go along with that.

Supervi sor Wil ker stated that he will personally talk to the G vil D vision regarding
the question about maki ng changes after the vote. |If there is the ability to make
edits, then that is something they should know. He canme into this |eaning towards
supporting the project and the neetings were hel pful and educational. He took concerns
very seriously about safety. He did fact checking on his own to a point where he was
satisfied. H s support is rooted in the fact that responsible el ected | eaders make
deci sions that have ranification for 20 - 50 years out in the future. They have to do
as much as they can to address climte change because that is reality. Al objective
facts and evidence points to the fact that they are experiencing a climate crisis.

Fol ks have rightful concerns about another extraordinary wi nd event bl ow ng panels
onto their properties. The Derecho (land hurricane) is a result of the changing
climate (experienced in Linn County). This is serious stuff and he is not naking the
claimthat one utility scale solar project is going to solve the world’s climate
crisis but it is the job of responsible policy makers to do the best job they can with
what know edge they have in the here and now to address that. They owe that to future
generations. This is a starting point and his hope that going forward they can | earn
fromthe project and that there are innovations in the future to find nore clean
renewal energy to bring to conmmunities to conbat the severe clinate crisis they face

Chai rperson Rogers stated that they were asked why here and now. The transni ssion
lines fromthe Nuclear Power Plant is here. It is an on-ranp to the interstate for
power. There are willing | andowners. He has al so been very transparent about anything
he can do to help his children’s generation get at |east what he has been able to
experience in his lifetinme and he is noticing rapid change in the climate. |If they can
gi ve the next generation the best chance and beat the predictions, he will do
everything in his power where it nakes sense. For him this nmakes sense. Al they have
been doing is |istening even though accusations and insults say otherw se. He
addressed Sara Al den’s sound bite and tal ked about his personal challenges. This is
chal | enging for himand everyone’s nental health. He takes this seriously and he has
done his due diligence (reading and research). He will continue to vote in favor

VOTE: Rogers and Wl ker - Aye Zunbach - Nay

Motion by Rogers, seconded by WAl ker to approve upon third and final consideration

O di nance #14-9-2022, an Ordi nance Anending the official Zoning Map of Linn County,
lowa by rezoning and changing the district classification of certain property |ocated
North of Palo, lowa along Palo

Marsh Road, Lewi s Access Road, Power Pl ant Road, and Lewis Bottonms Road, fromthe “AG”
Agricultural District to the “RE-AG” Agricultural with a Renewabl e Energy Overl ay
District and fromthe “CNR” Critical Natural Resource District to the “RE-CNR”
Critical Natural Resource with a Renewabl e Energy Overlay District, approximtely 815
acres, rezoning case JR22-0005 (Phase I1).

VOTE: Rogers and Wl ker - Aye Zunbach - Nay

Adj ournnent at 8:31 p.m
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Respectful ly subnmitted

JCEL D. MLLER, Linn County Auditor
By: Rebecca Shoop, Deputy Auditor

Approved by:

BEN ROGERS, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors





