LI NN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS
CEDAR RAPI DS, LINN COUNTY, | OM
VWEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2023 10:00 A M

The Board net in session at the Linn County Jean Oxley Public Service Center.
Present: Chairperson Zunbach, Vice Chairperson Rogers and Supervisor Kirsten Runni ng-
Mar quardt (via phone). Board nenbers voting “AYE” unl ess ot herw se noted

Chai r person Zunbach called the neeting to order and |l ed the Pl edge of Allegiance.

Mot i on by Zunbach, seconded by Rogers to renpve the followi ng agenda itemfromthe
Consent Agenda and place on the Regul ar Agenda: Agreenment between Linn County and
Mercy Medical Center to apply for 340 B status to participate in the Federal Drug
Pricing Programthrough the Heal th Resources and Services Administration retroactive
to January 10, 2023.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve Anended Consent Agenda as fol | ows:

Receive and place on file the Recorder’s Quarterly Report for COctober 1 through
Decenber 31, 2022

Approve and authorize Chair to sign a Linn County American Rescue Plan Act G ant
Cl oseout Agreenent between Linn County and Di scovery Living, Inc.

Approve and authorize Chair to sign an American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Subaward
Agreenent between Linn County and Kirkwood Community College for the Linn County
Adastra Schol arship Programin the amount of $1, 000, 000. 00.

Approve and authorize Chair to sign an American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Subaward
Agreenment between Linn County and Indian Creek Nature Center for the Education
Expansion at Indian Creek Nature Center in the anpunt of $250, 000. 00.

Award bid and approve purchase order PO430 for entrance culverts to Advanced Drai nage
Systens Inc in the anpunt of $11,100.00 for the Secondary Road Departnent.

Mot i on by Zunbach, seconded by Rogers to approve mnutes of January 11 & 17, 2022 as
printed.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve clains for AP checks #71009712 -
#71009772 in the ant. of $96,825.50, and AP ACH in the ant. of $859,095.24 for a tota
of $955, 920. 74; and voi d/rei ssue check #71009773 in the ant. of $838.45; and a p-card
transaction in the ant. of $905.90 with no receipt.

Rhonda Betsworth, Deputy Auditor, presented a resolution fixing the January 1, 2022
Uility Valuations payable in 2023-2024 (Code requirenent).

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to adopt Resol ution 2022-1-4

RESOLUTI ON FI XI NG THE 1/1/2022 UTILITY VALUATI ONS PAYABLE 2023- 2024

WHEREAS, | owa Code Sections 434.22 (railway), 437.10 (electric) and 438. 15 (pipeline)
establ i shes that the county board of supervisors shall enter into the m nute book an
order describing and fixing the mles, assessed valuations, and taxable valuations for
state assessed utilities; and

WHEREAS, the |owa Departnment of Revenue fixes and publishes a schedule of the mles,
assessed val uations, and taxable valuations annually on their public website for the
County Auditor to retrieve and input into their |local tax system and

VWHEREAS, the miles, assessed valuations, and taxable valuations for the 1/1/2022
utilities payable in 2023-2024 are as foll ows:

Uility Mles Assessed Val uation Rol | back Taxabl e Val uation

Pi pel i ne/ Vater/ St eam n/ a $18, 759, 157 100% $18, 759, 157

Rai l road 94.210 $82, 586,266 Two Tier $74, 126,594

Total Centrally Assessed $101, 345, 423 $92, 885, 751

1-Electric n/a $1,078, 244,848 n/a $184, 196, 868

2-Production n/a $414, 752,986 n/a $52, 045, 148

3-Gas n/a $112,481, 151 n/a $30, 614, 376

6- Transmi ssion n/a $524,119,969 n/a $108, 089, 277

7-Distribution n/a $59, 313,955 n/a $5, 560, 094

Total Gas and Electric $2,188,912, 909 $380, 505, 763

Grand Total $2,290, 258, 332 $473, 391, 514

WHEREAS, the Linn County Auditor has a detailed listing of the above by conpany and
taxing district on file; now

THEREFORE BE | T HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Linn County, |owa,
that it is hereby ordered that the above stated niles, assessed valuations, and
taxabl e valuations in Linn County, |lowa, are hereby ordered and fixed accordingly.

Auditor MIler presented a resolution changing Deputy Auditor positions to

prof essi onal nanagement positions. He stated that he previously discussed this during
t he budget process last Friday and relayed it to each Supervisor individually. Since
then, he received an email fromthe HR Dir. on the topic. She has sone concerns, and
he assunes she has communi cated those concerns with the Board. He stated that these
are worthy concerns to address and he |isted themone by one and expl ai ned his
response to each concern. MIller noted that he will not be in his position after

12/ 31/ 24 and he would like this reorgani zation conpl eted soon so that there is sone
run tine to ensure it works so that whoever succeeds him doesn’t cone in and say it’s
only been in effect three nonths. He stated that he asked for a deputy conversion ten
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years ago and he did not pursue it as the HR Director indicated it would result in a
decrease in salary for that incumbent (which he was not willing to do). He would |ike
to make this reorgani zati on effective as soon as possible and requested a deci sion on
next \Wednesday’s agenda. This has never been done before and deputies of elected
officials nmust be done hand in hand with the Board and he wants to work hand in hand
with the Board. MIller would also like to have a decision so that he can convey that
to the Conpensation Board on January 30th, He al so does not want to go into 2024 with
t hese being designated as political appointments. The voters and taxpayers need to
know (and be shown) that these jobs are non-political, are professional managenent
positions and will have some tine to illustrate that politics does not enter into the
deci si on- maki ng process.

Supervi sor Rogers thanked Auditor MIler for wanting to work hand in hand and val ues
that. He supports what he is trying to do and given today’s current political climte
of other office holders firing all of their predecessors’ deputies and staff to
install their own. They have not experienced that in Linn County but there have been a
lot of firsts. Mller is trying to protect the office fromeither party installing
peopl e that do not have the skillsets of those holding the positions now. He asked
Mller if he was required to have at |east one Chief Deputy.

M1l er responded that he is not aware of that requirenent and noted that Pol k County
has an Assistant County Auditor, not a Deputy. He explained that he can deputize
managenent staff to carry on the functions of his office in the event of the El ected
Oficial’s tenporary absence. This person would be designated to fulfill all of the
lawful duties of the County Auditor.

Chai rperson Zunmbach stated that there are a lot of noving parts to this topic. He
didn’t realize it would be noving this fast and for him he’s not going to get through
those noving parts by next Wednesday. He wants to talk to the HR Director and make
sure everyone is involved with the same nechanism Auditor MIller’s points are very
valid but he just wants the noving cogs to fit together and to work them out as they
go. He also understands that tinme is of the essence and he agrees that this needs to
get done so that it is in place for a while. Next week would be pushing it for him
but he does understand where Auditor MIler is comng from

Supervi sor Runni ng- Marquardt stated that she thinks that the Board needs sonme tine to
make sure they get it right and to address HR’s concerns or make sure | anguage is
right. Change is inportant and with the Conpensation Board neeting January 30th, it
doesn’t mean they have to rush right now. This is sonething that she is in favor of
and is a great idea. She just wants to nmake sure they are doing it right.

Supervi sor Rogers di scussed the Agreenent between Linn County and Mercy Medical Center
to apply for 340 B status to participate in the Federal Drug Pricing Programthrough
the Heal th Resources and Services Administration. It was reviewed by the County
Attorney and the deadline was January 15th, There was no time to get it on |ast week’s
agenda, so he is asking for approval retroactive to January 10, 2023.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve and authorize Supervi sor Rogers to
sign Agreement between Linn County and Mercy Medical Center to apply for 340 B status
to participate in the Federal Drug Pricing Programthrough the Health Resources and
Services Administration retroactive to January 10, 2023.

Publ i ¢ Comment :

Dustin Mazgaj of Walford stated that he wanted to tal k about a Board meeting in

Cct ober of 2022 about 1t anmendrment auditors (not the same type of Auditor as Auditor
Mller). He wanted the Board to know that a lot of stuff said in that nmeeting was not
true and extrenely m sleading. The auditor is not a |lone wolf, he is a nmenber of a
group. The reason why the lone wolf that they tal ked about was going to the Courthouse
(not to filmor intimdate) was because he was forced to go to the Courthouse. He was
representing hinself pro se (representing hinself rather than hiring an attorney). He
was at the County Attorney’s O fice (as any attorney would do) trying to get his

di scovery. Normally the County Attorney’s O fice just hands it over (hands over a
flash drive and you | eave), but for whatever reason, they didn’t want to do it. They
kept maki ng excuses and dragging it out (he has videos of it) and they called in the
Sheriff to intimdate him He needs this discovery and if he doesn’t have it, he wll
| ose his case. He was forced to film because of the false accusations that have been
made about him Mazgaj stated that the sanme thing happened to him He went there and
becane a victimof fal se accusations. Wen you are constantly a victimof false
accusations by the Linn County Sheriff’s Dept., you have no choice but to filmit to
exonerate yourself fromthose fal se accusations. At the Board neeting, it was said
that they pretended to be nice and respect the 1st anendnent but days after that, they
hit himw th some hard charges. They say one thing and then do another. The second
issue he wanted to talk about is Joel MIller. In the neeting they said they wanted to
deescal ate and be respectful, yet Joel MIller went up to the guy (with another

gent| eman) and physically got in his face and tried to physically intimdate him

They bl ocked himin a corner and called the cops on him That was specifically what
they said in the nmeeting not to do. After they called the cops on him his other
associate in the group threatened to sue himbecause he was standing in a public
building with a canmera. It was also said in the neeting to not filmback but that’s
exactly what is done. He wanted to say that things that were said in that nmeeting, the


Documents/1-17%20Mercy%20Hospital%20340B%201-10-2023.pdf
https://linncountyia-my.sharepoint.com/personal/becky_shoop_linncountyiowa_gov/Documents/MSDATA/MSOFFICE/WINWORD/Documents/1-17%20Mercy%20Hospital%20340B%201-10-2023.pdf

Page 3
January 18, 2023

conpl ete opposite is being done. The people film ng have been victins of violence,
fal se charges and lies. He can prove that by |ooking at police body cams conpared to
police reports. He also wanted to call out Joel MIler’s comrents about wanting to
talk in private rather than being transparent in a government neeting. It’s clear that
he wants a secret plan of how to screw over auditors who are just trying to exercise
their first amendment right under the US Constitution. He explained why all the
filmng started which is a building at 1501 1st Ave. in Marion. A building that has
third world conditions (broken wi ndows, no heat, animals, and despicable conditions).
Wien it was reported to City Hall in Marion, that’s when retaliation started, and

t hi ngs got bad. He has 400 gigs on a flash drive (pictures and videos) with nultiple
backups in secret locations. If they go to jail, the only thing that is going to
change is the man behind the canera. The canmera will never stop rolling.

Mot i on by Zumbach, seconded by Rogers to appoint the follow ng:

El ectrical Board of Appeals: Rich Good & M ke MEnvoy, termending 12/31/25
Mechani cal Board of Appeals: Bret Brecke and Thomas Day, term ending 12/31/25
Board of Adjustnent: Ron Hoover, term ending 12/31/27

The Board recessed at 10:36 a.m and reconvened at 1:30 p.m to review proposed Fiscal
Year 2024 budgets. Present: Dawn Jindrich, Finance Dir., Sara Bearrows, Budget Dir.,
Brad Ketels, County Engineer, N chole Brown, County Engineer staff; Lisa Powell, HR
Dir. and Darrin Gage, Dir. of Policy & Adm n.

County Engi neer - The proposed appropriation is in the anount of $20, 402,510. The

al | owabl e appropriation was based on the naxi mumtransfer fromthe general basic and
rural basic funds, other revenue, and use of fund bal ance. Any request fromthe
Secondary Roads fund is allowable if adequate fund bal ance is available. The proposed
Road Ol earing budget equals the Board’s guidelines.

Ni chol e Brown presented the budget review and Brad Ketels presented the Key
Performance I ndicators (KPI’s).

Di scussi on continued regarding the LOST dollars and the Board indicated that they are
supportive of how the LOST dollars are being spent.

Mbti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve Secondary Road appropriations of
$20, 402, 510; revenue of $11,937,330; and Road C earing appropriations of $504, 176.

Human Resources- proposed appropriation is under the Board’s guidelines by $24,500 due
to a $500 increase in a NEOBOV contract net against a $25,000 decrease in
unenpl oynent .

Li sa Powel | presented the budget, KPI’s and an Offer: Online Learning Managemnent
System (NEOGOV LEARN) - $30, 000 (ARPA eligible).

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve FY24 Human Resources appropriations
in the anount of $1,077, 601.

Darrin Gage presented updated Capital |nprovenent Projects II.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve FY24 Capital |nprovement Projects in
the amount of $1, 195, 000.

Adj ournnent at 2:46 p.m

Respectfully submitted,

JOEL D. MLLER Linn County Auditor
By: Rebecca Shoop, Deputy Auditor
and Amanda Hoy, Executive Assi stant

Approved by:

LOUI'S J. ZUMBACH, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors





