LI NN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS
CEDAR RAPI DS, LI NN COUNTY, | OM
FRI DAY, JANUARY 7, 2022 1:30 P.M

(These are the mnutes in their entirety. Archived mnutes can be found at
www.linncounty.org) .

The Board net in session at the Linn County Jean Oxl ey Public Service Center

Present: Chairperson Rogers, Vice Chairperson Zunbach and Supervisor Wl ker. Board
nmenbers voting “AYE” unl ess ot herw se noted

Chai rperson Rogers called the neeting to order

Publ i c Comment :

Paul a Robi nson, 1127 Linn Del aware Rd., Coggon, stated that she is one of the adjacent
| andowners of the proposed sol ar project near Coggon. She shared with the Board a
Coggon cookbook fromthe 1982 Quasky Centennial that has cone very near and dear to
her heart. There is the Boy Scout chili recipe, her nother’s cinnanmon rolls and pie
crusts. At the bottom of each page is a little cooking tip and al so sone |ifelong

t houghts to take into consideration. She asked the Board to keep in mnd one of those
t hought s on page 154 which says “Better to | ook ahead and prepare than to | ook back
and regret”. She is not against solar but there is better use for the proposed | and
set aside for this proposed sol ar project.

Laura Robi nson, 2094 Linn Del aware Rd. Coggon, stated that believe it or not the

Robi nson’s are not agai nst solar. However, she and their famly are opposed to putting
an industrial solar conplex on prine farmground. The soil is perhaps some of Linn
County’s nost val uabl e natural resource

Brent O eson, Deputy Dir. of Public Policy & Community Rel ations, stated that there
have been no changes since the | ast reading of the ordi nance establishing voting
precincts. He stated that he will send it along with other documents/nmaps to the
Secretary of State.

Motion by Rogers, seconded by Wl ker to approve upon third and final consideration of
Li nn County Public Odinance #1-1-2022 establishing the various voting precincts in

Li nn County, lowa and defining the boundaries and listing of the popul ations thereof
pursuant to the Code of |owa.

Di scussion: Supervisor Zunbach stated that the consolidation of precincts in the
rural area is due to ADA accommpdations. VOTE: Al Aye

The Board di scussed possibly del ayi ng Board of Supervisor considerations of the Coggon
Sol ar Rezoni ng.

Charlie N chols, Planning & Devel opnent, stated that the solar applicant, C enera, has
requested that the public hearings be delayed for 2 -3 weeks to address concerns
brought up by the Planning & Zoni ng Conmi ssion. The applicant, Tom Fitzgerald and
Jared McKee, Clenera, are on the phone and Joi Al exander, Conmmunications Dir., is also
present to explain what is entailed if nmeetings are rescheduled and how it will be
conmuni cat ed

Supervi sor Wl ker stated that these dates have been public for some tine and the
Comuni cati ons team has gone through great |engths to ensure that the general public
is anmare. There is great interest to the public and the Board is trying to be as
transparent as possible. He al so knows how tough it is for the three board nenbers to
be present. Unless there is sonething of catastrophic inportance that is pressing, it
seens that they should continue as planned with the schedul e.

Chai rperson Rogers stated that it would take some considerable efforts on a Friday
afternoon to get the message out and received to change the date from Monday. His
personal thought is that this has been a known date for sonme tine and unless there is
sone technical reason that is substantial enough that warranted a del ay, he favors

| eaving the neetings as schedul ed. They have published for 1st consideration to take

pl ace on Monday. If Cenera is asking for additional tine, he wants to inquire as to
the nature of the request.

Motion by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to not delay the Board of Supervisor’s

consi deration of the Coggon Sol ar Rezoni ng.

Di scussion: Supervisor Zunbach stated that there is a |ot of mental anguish and
getting it started would limt sone of that.

Supervi sor Wl ker asked that the applicant explain their reasoning for the request for
a del ay.

Fitzgerald stated that they are largely inclined to agree with them about the public’s
interest in this project and the publicized nature of the current schedule. He stated
that coning out of the Planning & Zoning neeting, they heard a | ot of concerns that
they are now trying to incorporate into the project. One of those crucial elenents is
to make sure that local |abor is used on the project. They have been in negotiations
with the local |abor groups for several weeks and feel that this is a very crucial
conponent of the project and the project’s success. They want this in place before

t hey appear before the Board on this matter. That is the nature of their request for
addi tional tine.

McKee stated that the notivation is to cone before the Board with a project in the

best formpossible. If there is a way to still meet on Mnday but acknow edge the fact
that that they are working on | abor agreenents, they could be conplete by the second
readi ng.

Supervi sor Wal ker stated that if it is the case that Clenera is interested in
hamering out a tentative |abor agreement that further incentivizes themto do that.
There will be anple opportunities for amendnents to be nade at each hearing

VOTE: Al Aye

The Board revi ewed the proposed Fiscal Year 2023 budget for Facilities. Present:
Dawn Ji ndrich, Financial Dir., Sara Bearrows, Budget Dir., Tony Rossetti, Facilities
Myr. and Darrin Gage, Dir. of Policy & Admin.

Facilities - Proposed appropriation exceeds the Board’s guidelines by $16,500 due to
the acquisition of the Honel ess Overflow Shelter


http://www.linncounty.org

Tony Rossetti stated that he has done sone history research and there are issues he
woul d like to address noving forward. Everything is rock solid for this year, but he
is looking at sone areas such as several replacenent vehicles (npstly snow rel ated).
Mbti on by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to approve Facilities FY 2023 budget expenditures
in the anbunt of $3, 024, 056.

Board Buil dings - Proposed appropriation exceeds the Board’s guidelines by $52,091 due
to a 3%increase in utilities and $16,480 for the new building recently acquired by
the Overfl ow Shelter.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to approve Board Buil di ngs FY 2023 budget
appropriations in the amobunt of $1, 196,263 and revenue in the anount of $144, 000.
Darrin Gage presented the proposed Fiscal Year 2023 - 2027 Capital Inprovenent Plan.

A | engthy discussion continued regarding the request for $925,000 for new voting

equi pment. It was suggested that the request be renoved fromthe CI P projects and be
submitted for paynent through the ARPA | ost revenue noney (which it qualifies for).

Di scussion al so continued regardi ng the Secondary Road Shop Dist. 1 ($500,000). Wth
the renoval of the voting equipnment fromthe CIP fund, it will free up $500,000 for FY
24 for the shop project.

Supervi sor Wal ker al so wanted to nmention the conplaints about the Board’s AV ability
in the formal boardroomand it seens to himthat the world is quickly noving in a
direction that they struggle wth.

Gage stated that IT staff have gotten proposals and he heard that it will also be
submtted as an ARPA application.

Motion by Zunbach, seconded by Wal ker to approve $925,000 to be paid fromthe | ost
revenue ARPA funds for voting nachines and approve $500,000 in FY 24 CIP funds for the
Dist. 1 Shop.

Gage will bring back a revised CIP plan for the Board’s fornal action.

Adj ournnent at 2:44 p.m

Respectful Iy subnmitted,

JOEL D. MLLER Linn County Auditor

By: Rebecca Shoop, Deputy Auditor

Approved by:

BEN ROGERS, Chairperson

Board of Supervisors






