LI NN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS
CEDAR RAPI DS, LI NN COUNTY, |OM
MONDAY, JUNE 13, 2022 11:00 A M

The Board nmet in session at the Linn County Jean Oxl ey Public Service Center
Present: Chairperson Rogers, Vice Chairperson Zunbach and Supervisor Wal ker. Board
nmenbers voting “AYE” unl ess ot herw se not ed.

Chai rperson Rogers called the neeting to order and | ed the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Comment: The followi ng comrents were made with regard to the proposed

O di nance anendi ng Chapter 14 of the code of ordinances, Linn County, |owa by addi ng
thereto a new Article |1l pertaining to the prohibition within the unincorporated
areas of the county of any efforts to change sexual orientation or gender identity
with mnors, including conversion and reparative therapy:

Curt Hancock, 518 2nd St. NW M. Vernon, read excerpts fromthe ordi nance including
definitions. He stated that the culture and public schools are teaching little
children to becone honpbsexual and telling themit is normal. This ordi nance nakes it
illegal for counselors or pastors to say anything except to affirmthat honosexuality
is fine and normal. This is a call to action and a tinme to stand up, speak out, and
vote these people out of office. Get people with conservative biblical values back in
of fice.

Randy Wal ker, 7706 Pin Tail Dr. NE, stated that his heart goes out to any famly that
is dealing with sexual dysphoria and gender transition issues. One of the roles that
anybody in the pulpit has is to help people transition through difficulties in their
lives. This ordinance would handcuff a | arge percentage of pastors fromtrying to
hel p people through difficult tines. He quoted statistics of what people w th gender
dysphoria deal with. This ordinance takes away the ability to di scourage behavi or
that is imoral and unlawful. Pastors and counselors are there to help and assist and
show t hem what godly noral values are and that is the direction they should be headed.

Brett Mason, 1715 Brookdale Ln. NE, stated that he is running for Supervisor. This is
a tough issue and he appreciates comments nade about suicide and shared his persona
experience with his son’s suicide. H's concern is the focus of the Board of
Supervisors. Last Monday it cane out that this ordinance cane froma | oca

constituency that approached Stacey Wal ker and then on Wdnesday, it turns out that it
cane froma group in lowa and not their constituency. He asked who he could submt a
freedom of information request for emails regarding this subject so that he can get to
the bottomof it.

Li ndsey Elickson, 1352 | Ave. NE, stated that as a parent of a trans kid, the issue
has al ways been whether or not people accept kids |ike hers. Wat causes suicide is
the bullying, isolation fromfanilies and other behavior. The reason why it is so
important that they have sonething like this is because they need to prevent abuse
happening to kids. Part of the mission of Linn County is services to kids being abused
and they know that kids who experience conversion therapy experience harsh abuse

They need to keep kids like hers safe

Rachel Cadena, Marion, stated that she grew up with Brent O eson and she knows Ben
Rogers. They have a nmutual gay friend. She is there to stand up for sonething that
shoul d be available to children that have been traunati zed. After watching Wdnesday’s
board neeting, she stated that her heart goes out to all of the hurting people. It
forced her to dig deeper into conversion and reparative therapy. Often time’s children
are nol ested and they have sane sex attraction and they want to seek therapy. If they
want to talk about this, they need to hear both sides.

Jo Pearson, 1210 Starry Dr., Marion, directed her coments to Supervisor Zunbach and
his coments made | ast week regarding it not being in the perview of the Board of
Supervisors and is a state issue. She stated that the state has not chosen to address
conversi on therapy and asked who is | ooking out for his constituents. Maybe the state
need a nudge and this is an opportunity for the Board of Supervisors to raise the
Pride flag.

Drew Martel, 224 Chatham Rd. NE and a |licensed nental health professional, stated that
he is qualified to speak on this topic. He stated that he had a little trouble
following the argunents that the first two speakers nade. He is speaking in support
of this and gave facts and statements fromevery nmajor nmental health and nedica

organi zations in the United States on the ethics of conversion therapy. He also gave
exanpl es of what children are subjected to at a gay conversion canp.

Tim Bickel, 1720 374 Ave. SE, stated that he is against the ordinance. He thinks that
with all due respect to the abuses of so-called conversion therapy, the problemis (no
matter how the ordinance is dressed up), it is an infringenment on free speech and
religious liberty. Wiile it seens to be a newlaw that will help one sector of

society, it beconmes an infringement upon the rest of society. He hopes and prays that
the ordi nance is not enacted. He also asked how the Board has the authority to enact
such an ordinance noting that this opens it to lawsuits. He likes the freedomto
think the way he likes. As a christian, he did not choose his gender and he is happy
with his gender. He finished with Psal m139.
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Em |y Coonrod, 1576 Ironwood Dr., stated that the Wrld Health Organi zati on renoved
honmosexual ity fromthe international classification of diseases in 1990. 32 years
later attenpts to “cure” people is still happening. She directed her comments
specifically to Supervisor Zunbach and his coment that he did not have enough
know edge to nake a decision and that it should be made at the state level. This
norning it is her hope she can help himlearn and change his mind that could change
people’s lives

She continued with research data and statistics regardi ng conversion therapy.

Greg Happel, 613 Bartlet Ct. NW stated that the issue reaches nultiple areas. He
stated that Chapter 14 of the Linn County Code of Ordinances is for Licenses, Pernits
and Busi ness Regul ations. Wiile this is hidden under the guise of business and
conversion therapy, it is far nore than a permtting issue. He is concerned about
freedom of religion. The new ruling would prohibit his freedons in teaching his
children in light of God’s word. Because of the vague wording, he would be falling
under a category that would be illegal. The second issue is the destruction of freedom
of speech. That is unconstitutional and the Suprene Court has rul ed against this. He
asked if they would arrest a trans man or woman fromtal king to kids about negative
effects that happened to themin their transition.

Berni e Hayes, 327 30th St. SE, quoted verses fromthe bible. God has given everyone
attractions and feelings and God has given everyone the power to deal with them He is
concerned about the ordinance on two fronts, the freedom of speech and religious

freedom He is an Elder at his church. This ordinance will prevent himfromtal king
to kids.
Susan Benya, 533 Forest Dr. SE, stated that enotional or physical abuse is illegal and

if it occurs, it needs to be dealt with appropriately. The only cure for struggles
facing in life is death and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Therapy is a tool to
overcone. She spoke about things that are contained in the book “Wen Harry becane
Sally”. She stated that transitioners were quoted in the book and they did not find
the peace that they sought.

Janel l e Gentz, 409 Maiden St., Center Point, spoke about research she did on gender
dysphoria and read the definition in detail. Wen making counseling illegal, it is
tying the hands of pastors that are able to counsel children that just need soneone to
talk to. The bigger issue is that someone can get too far into hornones that they
cannot de-transition. She gave exanples of two people that transitioned years ago and
were pressured into it. She read a verse fromthe bible

Kristian Fosse, 3700 Northwood Dr., stated that he is a christian and the bible is the
i nherent word of God. He read verses fromthe bible. |If a christian child gets too
much Di sney or exposure to things in the state schools and has thoughts that are not
inline with the bible, it is the duty of the parent to correct the child so that they

may | ead a pure and decent life. This measure today will nmake it inmpossible for a
parent to seek counseling for their wayward child if they are not able to deal wth
the issue thenmselves. This neasure today will tranmple on his freedom of religion

rights granted in the first amendment of the Constitution. It also tranples on his
faith and beliefs. He ended with a prayer.

Ronal d Kohl er, 460 Hickory Ct., Robins, stated that he is a christian and because he
is a christian, he nust take a stance against the ordinance. This ordinance is telling
all church leaders in Linn County that they cannot advocate against this. He added
that the ordinance is very confusing and difficult to read.

Li sa O ander, 1022 44th St., SE, stated that it is easy to be enotional when topics |like
this come up for discussion and the horrific statistics of abuses of certain

therapi es. The real issue is about freedom of speech. |f one group of people is

all owed to have that freedom and another is not, that is a violation of their first
amendnent rights.

Dr. Andrew Peterson, 6614 Cottage Hill C. NE, stated that he spoke | ast week about
his own son. He is disappointed by misinformation presented today. Child abuse is
child abuse. It has been clearly shown over and over again that these practices cause
harmto the child. Gender issues are very conplex and it is very inportant this

ordi nance be passed and abuse is not permitted.

Dave Doyl e, 3358 Feather Ridge Rd., Toddville, stated that he |earned about this
ordinance in the Gazette. This ordinance will put himin jail. He is a pastor. This
is bad law. Since it did not conme from Linn County, who is the Board representing?

If it is not practiced in Linn County, why a regul ation? Wen adopted, it will apply
only to rural Linn County residents. Creating a hodge podge of regulations that in the
end wi Il be unenforceable and opens Linn County to further litigation. This is not a
gay rights issue or a conversion therapy issue; this is a parental rights issue. This
ordi nance will becone another reason for a bone of contention with governnment placing
a heavy hand on parents by telling themhow they will raise their children

Bri an Saunders, 1100 Blairsferry Ave., Marion, stated that this ordi nance does
overstep the office and infringes upon the rights of parents and their children. H's
maj or concern is for the church. He is a Bishop and oversees 55,000 nenbers in the
eastern half of lowa. He has worked closely with pastors and teachers in their church
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body who have struggled with this issue. They have been able to nake use of clinics
who have not tortured these people. That is not the way the church approaches the
issue. The nen that received their help are now | eadi ng very productive |lives and
very grateful for help that they received

G etchen Lawyer, 5770 1st Ave. NW stated that she is a christian and an educator. She
is in support of the ordinance. Conversion therapy is a range of dangerous and

di scredited practices that falsely claimto change a person’s sexual orientation
gender identity or expression. Such practices has been rejected by every mainstream
medi cal and nmental health organization for decades. However, due to continuing

di scrimnation and soci ety bias agai nst LGBTQ people, it is still conducted. Mnors
are especially vulnerable and therapy can | ead to depression, anxiety, drug use and
sui cide. 20 states have laws and regul ations protecting youth fromthis harnfu
practice. Constitutionality voiced today is not an issue. She wants to make sure
they protect the youth and make Linn County safe and inclusive.

Marc Banowet z, 2188 |vanhoe Rd., stated that he spoke |ast week and lives in the

uni ncorporated area of Linn County. He has not found anyone that wants this
ordinance. It is coming fromoutside Linn County. Typically, an ordinance cones
forward because sonething is an issue. How can the Board say what part of a |icensed
professional s profession they can practice? Wat will be next? The Board is not in
the position to deny freedom of speech.

Dami en Thonpson, |owa Safe Schools, Des Mines, stated that the LGBTQ students at

Li nn-Mar and across the state that asked for this ordinance. He presented detail ed
research, studies and data. The Ordi nance does not curtail churches from counseling.
Conversion therapy is based on a lie and is child abuse and students in Linn County
have been victim zed by conversion therapy. He supports the passage of this

ordi nance.

Becky Snmith, Iowa Safe Schools, Des Mines, stated that every single student should
feel safe, supported and affirned in who they are. Being LGBTQ is not a choice, it is
not an illness and cannot be changed with any mid-evil, non-scientific and abusive
conversion therapy practices. There is a |arge published w dely avail abl e body of
research that states that conversion therapy efforts do not work, are not based in
scientifically based practices and have been shown to have lasting nental health

i ssues. Many individuals that do experience conversion therapy are referred to as
survivors.

Kat Power, 2030 Sunland Dr. SE, asked Supervisor Zunbach what he is doing here if
governing all of his people are not in his lane. Gender identity is a protected cl ass
under lowa Cvil Rights Law. Protecting this class of people is in the | ane of
governnent. She stated that |owa Safe School s does have their office in Des Mines as
they are learning, but they do amazing work to protect the LGBTQ youth. They contact
peopl e all over the state to help these minority students with their civil rights.
Their governnent should not be making personal decisions when it conmes to protecting
their citizen’s basic human rights. Elected Oficials have a duty to uphold | ans of
nation and state

Ky Murphy, 1021 Bluestone St. NW stated that nany of the topics brought up today
strayed away fromthe actual ordi nance. He tal ked about things that sound |ike they
are not accurate and expl ained. The ordi nance does appear to restrict freedom of
speech. He read excerpts fromthe ordinance including definitions. It restricts
pastors, church | eaders and counselors fromrepresenting what their thoughts are. He
is 35 years old this is inmportant to him

Erin Faucy, 3700 Northwood Dr. NE, stated that he works in a grocery store with a | ot
of people that go to the |Iocal schools. Mst of them including hinself, never heard
about this ordinance. They really do not want nore legislation, it is a burden, and
they do not want stuff like this

Wendy Hartman, Cedar Rapids, stated that she finds the ordinance to be too specific
but yet too vague. There are 21 professions named. As a CNA, she can assure the Board
that in no part of her training was it ever suggested that she would provide any kind
of counseling to a patient or client. She believes that the way the ordinance is
witten is purposefully vague. She is against conversion therapy but as a citizen of
this country and Linn County, she is all about the freedons they are all granted by
their existence on the planet. |Is there another vehicle that could be just as

ef fective as an ordi nance? She has been coning to Board neetings for three nonths now,
this is political theater, and this was deci ded before anybody cane to nmake a

stat enment .

Brent O eson, Deputy Dir. of Policy & Comm Relations, presented for third

consi deration an ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 14 of the code of ordinances, Linn County,
lowa by adding thereto a new Article |1l pertaining to the prohibition within the

uni ncorporated areas of the county of any efforts to change sexual orientation or
gender identity with mnors, including conversion and reparative therapy. He stated
that it will become effective upon publication. He explained that the penalty
conponent is a civil penalty with a fine as it is a county infraction. Nobody will go
to jail.
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Chai rperson Rogers clarified that this ordinance is allowed under Home Rul e of county
governnent and it is a duty of the Board. This is the Board exerting |ocal control
and nmany exanpl es of local control are being stripped by state | egislators and he gave
exanpl es.

Supervi sor Wl ker thanked everyone who showed up today and a special thanks to the
subj ect matter experts. This issue is about nmaking child abuse (in the form of
conversion therapy) illegal and any other argument about the issue is a distraction.
He gave his thoughts regarding first amendnent rights. A lot of people are inploring
the Board to do what is right based on their religious belief. The Board is to
separate their own religious beliefs fromarticulation of public policy. The Board is
called to represent all voices in the community and called to pay special attention to
t hose fol ks who have been |ong-suffering in comunity and narginalized. He cannot
oppose sonething that will protect children and particularly protect children who need
it the mbst. He will support the ordi nance.

Supervi sor Zunbach stated that he echoes what Rogers and Wl ker said and that everyone
understands that this venture started with emails from Dam an Thonpson to the Board.
He does not believe this falls within the Board’s jurisdiction. Fromhis experience
in the state legislature, he believes that Hone Rul e does not nean everything under
the kitchen sink. This could very well end up at the state legislature and like the

m ni mrum wage i ssue; the debate will not be about conversion therapy. It will be about
the county overstepping its authority. H's no vote is not for nor against conversion
therapy. It is strictly based on the fact that the county does not have the authority
and it is a state issue and encourages everyone to | obby the state to take the subject
up. That is why he is voting no.

Mbti on by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to approve upon third and final consideration

O di nance #10-6-2022, amending Chapter 14 of the code of ordinances, Linn County, |owa
by adding thereto a new Article Ill pertaining to the prohibition within the

uni ncorporated areas of the county of any efforts to change sexual orientation or
gender identity with mnors, including conversion and reparative therapy

VOTE: Wal ker and Rogers - Aye Zunbach - Nay

Brent O eson presented an agreenent with the City of Cedar Rapids for a Tenporary
Construction Easenment affecting Linn County property at 800 Walford Rd. SW, nanely
Li nn County Juvenile Detention Center for consideration of $6,050.00 relating to
roadway construction and a new roundabout. The Board wi |l approve on Wdnesday.

M ke Tertinger, Planning & Devel opment, presented the Linn County Historic
Preservation Commi ssion Fiscal Year 2023 Preservation G ant funding recomrendations in
the amount of $28,800. The Board wi |l approve on Wednesday.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to open a public hearing on the plans,
speci fications, formof contract, and estimated total cost for the Linn County
Correctional Center Video Visitation Renodel Project.

Darrin Gage, Dir. of Policy & Adnmin., presented the project. There were no oral or
written objections.

Mbti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunmbach to cl ose public hearing.

Mbti on by Rogers, seconded by Wl ker to adopt Resol ution 2022-6-95

A RESCLUTI ON GRANTI NG FI NAL APPROVAL AND CONFI RM NG THE PLANS, SPECI FI CATI ONS,

FORM OF CONTRACT, AND ESTI MATED TOTAL COST FOR THE LI NN COUNTY CORRECTI ONAL

CENTER VI DEO VI SI TATI ON REMODEL PROQJECT WHEREAS, the Linn County, |owa Board of
Supervi sors (the “Board”) on May 16, 2022 approved, in prelimnary form the proposed
pl ans, specifications, formof contract, and estinmated total project cost (the
“Contract Docunents”) prepared by Aspect Architecture (the “Project Architect”) for
the Linn County Correctional Center Video Visitation Renodel Project (the

“Project”); and, WHEREAS, Linn County published a Notice of Public Hearing on the
Contract Docunents in accordance with |owa Code Section 331.305 and | owa Code Chapter
26; and, WHEREAS, the Board conducted a public hearing on the Contract Docunents on
June 13, 2022 in accordance with the published Notice of Public Hearing.

BE | T THEREFORE RESOLVED t hat the Board hereby grants final approval to the Contract
Docunments referred to in this Resolution, and confirms the prior Board action granting
prelimnary approval to the Contract Docunents, and finding the Project necessary and
desi rabl e.

Gages opened and announced a single bid fromUnzeitig Const. in the anobunt of $366, 800
for the Linn County Correctional Center Video Visitation Renodel Project.

Public Comment: The followi ng comments were made with regard to the Ordinance
amendi ng Chapter 14 of the code of ordinances, Linn County, |lowa by adding thereto a
new Article IIl pertaining to the prohibition within the unincorporated areas of the
county of any efforts to change sexual orientation or gender identity with mnors,

i ncl udi ng conversion and reparative therapy:
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Curt Hancock, M. Vernon, stated that as conversion therapy was defined, he agrees
that they need to fight to stop the torture, but that is not what the ordinance is
about. He read excerpts fromthe ordinance and reiterated that those terrible actions
need to stop.

Brett Mason, Cedar Rapids, stated that as a parent of seven kids that struggled with
all sorts of stuff, he would love to look at his son that committed suicide and say to
himthat he is valuable and precious and made in Gods i mage. He woul d speak that sane
hope, love and identity to anybody going through a tine where they are not believing
it. He shared nore information about his son and his circunstances.

Li ndsay Elickson, Cedar Rapids, thanked Supervisors Rogers and Wl ker for passing the
ordi nance. She wi shes that Supervi sor Zunbach woul d have spoken agai nst sonme of the
lies and misinformation today. She listened to people today that said her child is the
way they are because of sexual abuse, tied to sone kind of perversion or traunatized.
There is a lack of protection for kids like hers (bullying, etc.). Child abuse is
illegal and conversion therapy is child abuse. She did not feel safe bringing her kid
to the nmeeting today.

Supervi sor Wl ker stated that many fol ks got worked up about this issue because they
bel i eve that somewhere down the |line that honpbsexuality or being transgender is

sonmet hi ng that can be changed. A lot of people who are rooted in religious traditions
who spoke today believe somewhere down the line that a person can be “corrected”. This
is not going to be an easy place for those individuals to get to. A person cannot
change or control the fact of who they are. Conversion therapy is traumatic, it is
child abuse and they will not have it in Linn County.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Zunbach to approve the foll ow ng Enpl oynment Change
Roster (payroll authorizations):

CIVIL SERVICE
Secretary Rhonda Dillemuth Annual wage increase 07/01/22 $9,906.46 - $10,206.74/annually
HUMAN RESOURCES
Intern Maddie Reuland New hire — PT 06/27/22 $15.00/hr
Intern Elizabeth Bagby New hire — PT 06/27/22 $15.00/hr
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Deputy Sheriff Admir Babic Termination/resignation 06/17/22
LIFTS
LIFTS Driver Wendy Dee Step increase/contract 07/04/22 55A $19.92 — 55B $20.90
JUVENILE DETENTION
Intervention Counselor Gabrielle Armstrong Termination/resignation 06/30/22
VETERAN AFFAIRS
Veteran Affairs Dir.  Dustin Peterson New hire — FT 07/25/22 $72,314/annually Replaces N. Kehres
PUBLIC HEALTH

Air & Water Quality Branch Sup. Wanda Reiter Kintz ~ Promotion 06/11/22 39C $32.79 - $87,687/annually Replaces A. Drahos
ENGINEERING

Light Equip. Oper.  Brian Wood End of probation 05/21/22 17A $22.42 - 17B $23.26

Light Equip. Oper. Nathan Takes End of probation 05/07/2022 17A $22.42 - 17B $23.26

Mbti on by Rogers, seconded by Wl ker to approve clains for payroll deduction checks
#71007317 - #71007338 in the ant. of $357,603.60, payroll deduction ACHin the ant. of
$56, 823. 43, and payroll wires in the ant. of $2,008,275.15 for a total of

$2, 422, 702. 18.

Moti on by Rogers, seconded by Wal ker to appoint D ane Brecht to the Planning & Zoning
Conmi ssi on, termending 12/31/2025 and David Thielen to the Heritage Area Agency on
agi ng Board, tem ending 12/31/2022 (filling Ashley Balius unfulfilled term.

Adj ournment 1:12 p.m

Respectful |y subnitted,

JOEL D. MLLER, Linn County Auditor
By: Rebecca Shoop, Deputy Auditor
Approved by:

BEN ROGERS, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors





